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2011 Hoosier Poll

PRINCETON SURVEY RESEARCH ASSOCIATES FOR

BALL STATE UNIVERSITY

Final Questionnaire

11/14/2011

N=
600 Indiana adults age 18 or older

Landline – 360

Cell Phone – 240

Regional Targets for LL sample completes (geo from SSI sample): 

Northern IN
135 LL

Central IN
132 LL

Southern IN
93 LL

Interviewing dates: November 14-27, 2011

Pretest: November 9, 2011

Language: English only

Field House: PDS

PSRA Job# 31084
An asterisk (*) indicates a question asked in the 2010 Hoosier Poll.
Main Interview

SEX.
Record Respondent’s sex [DO NOT ASK]
1
Male


44%
2
Female


56%
*1.
Here’s my first question... Were you born in the state of Indiana, or somewhere else?

1
Born in Indiana


67.1%
2
Born somewhere else

32.8%
9
Don’t know/Refused

    .2%
ASK Q2 IF BORN SOMEWHERE ELSE (Q1=2)
*2.
In what year did you FIRST move to Indiana? [READ IF NECESSARY: As best as you can remember]
____
[RECORD EXACT YEAR AS FOUR DIGITS, RANGE 1921-2011]
1920
1920 or before

9999
Don’t know/Refused

*3.
How would you rate Indiana as a place to live? Would you say it is... [READ 1-4]
1
An excellent place to live


32.5%
2
Good





47.9%
3
Only fair, OR




15.0%
4
Poor?





  3.6%
9
(DO NOT READ) Don’t know/Refused
     
  1.0%
*4.
Overall, do you approve or disapprove of the job Governor Mitch Daniels is doing?
1
Approve




52.1%
2
Disapprove




27.8%
9
Don’t know/Refused



20.1%
*5.
In general, how much attention do you pay to the state legislative activities and decisions of the Indiana General Assembly... [READ 1-4]
1
A lot of attention



18.3%
2
Some attention




43%
3
Not too much, OR



24.9%
4
No attention at all?



13.2%
9
(DO NOT READ) Don’t know/Refused

   .7%
6.
Overall, do you approve or disapprove of the job the General Assembly has done during the last year? {modified from 2010: “has done in recent years’}
1
Approve


39.5%
2
Disapprove


35.6%
9
Don’t know/Refused

24.9%
*7.
How satisfied are you with the record of state government in attracting new jobs into the state... [READ 1-4]
1
Very satisfied




  7.1%
2
Somewhat satisfied



44.3%
3
Not too satisfied, OR



26.4%
4
Not at all satisfied?



15.7%
9
(DO NOT READ) Don’t know/Refused

  6.6%
*8.
Next, I will ask you about some local government services and your community’s record in providing these services over the past year. (First,) what about... [INSERT ITEMS; RANDOMIZE] where you live?

READ FOR FIRST ITEM, THEN REPEAT AS NECESSARY: Have government services in this area gotten better, gotten worse, or stayed about the same over the past year?


SEE KEY BELOW


(1)        (2)         (3)       (4)    
a.
Road maintenance



           27.3%  23.4%  46.1%        .2%
b.
The quality of the schools


           19.3%  23.9%  44.3%      5.8%
c.
Public parks and recreation


           26.5%    7.7%  55.5%      2.6%
d.
Sewage disposal and water delivery services
           11.4%    6.6%  63.9%    14.3%
e.
Fire and police protection


           20.4%    7.4%  66.7%        .5%
CATEGORIES

1
Gotten better

2
Gotten worse

3
Stayed about the same

4
(VOL.) Doesn’t apply/Service not provided

9
Don’t know/Refused
*9.  
Local governments in Indiana may be facing budget shortfalls. Two options for dealing with these shortfalls include cutting back on services or increasing taxes. For each of the local services I will read you, please tell me which of these options you would prefer should they become necessary in your community. (First,) what about... [INSERT ITEMS; RANDOMIZE]?
READ FOR FIRST ITEM, THEN REPEAT AS NECESSARY: If budget shortfalls require it, should this service be reduced, taxes increased to keep services at the current level, or are you not sure? 
SEE KEY BELOW



(1)        (2)          (9)     
*a.
Fire departments  


             10.9%   56.3%   32.8%
*b.
Police departments                                         17.5%   48.9%   33.6%
*c.
Schools 



             13.8%   52.1%   34.1%
*d.
Parks and recreation



39.4%   22.1%   38.6%
*e.
Jails

                                       24.7%   24.5%   50.7%
*f.
Street and road maintenance

             21.9%   41.4%    36.7%
CATEGORIES

1
Service should be reduced

2
Taxes increased to keep services at the current level

9
Not sure/Refused

10.  
As you may know, last year the state passed legislation that allows families to use tax-supported vouchers to move their children out of public schools and into private or charter schools. Currently, the number of participants is limited but in three years, all children will be eligible for these vouchers. Supporters say this policy will allow children to avoid failing schools. Opponents believe the policy will lead to the decline of public education in the state.

From what you know about this policy, do you support the expanded use of vouchers in the state, oppose their expansion, or don’t you have an opinion?
1
Support expanded use of vouchers
33.9%
2
Oppose their expansion     

36.9%
3
Don’t have an opinion


27.7%
9
Refused



   1.5%
*11.
Now I’m going to ask you some questions about priorities for the state of Indiana. Please tell me if you think each of the following should be a TOP priority for the state, important but not a top priority, not too important, or not at all important. (First,) what about... [INSERT ITEMS; RANDOMIZE]?
REPEAT AS NECESSARY: Should this be a TOP priority for the state, important but not a top priority, not too important, or not at all important? {slightly modified As Necessary statement to add “for the state”}


SEE KEY BELOW                                  (1)            (2)          (3)      (4)
*a.
Bringing more jobs to the state


77.9%    19.3%    1.5%        .7%
b.
Improving public transportation


19.4%    38.2%   27.2%   10.2%
c.
Improving highways and roads


27.7%    53.5%   14.7%     2.6%
*d.
Reducing illegal immigration


44.8%    28.3%   14.8%     7.1%
*e.
Improving local schools



57.3%    31.3%     6.1%     1.6%
*f.
Protecting the environment



37.4%    42.7%    13.3%    4.4%
*g.
Providing more affordable healthcare coverage
55.0%    30.8%      7.6%     3.3%
*h.
Making government more efficient


65.9%    25.0%      4.1%     1.8%
CATEGORIES

1
Top priority

2
Important but not a top priority

3
Not too important

4
Not at all important

9
Don’t know/Refused
[READ TO ALL:] On another subject...

*12_1.
What is your overall impression of the healthcare law passed by Congress? Is it... [READ 1-4]
1
Very favorable






  6.6%
2
Mostly favorable





27.5%
3
Mostly unfavorable, OR





23.6%
4
Very unfavorable?





26.9%
5
(DO NOT READ) Mixed opinion/Some good, some bad               1.6%
9
(DO NOT READ) Can’t rate/Refused                                           13.8%
*12_2.
I am going to read you a series of items related to healthcare. As I read each one, please tell me how important you think it is for this country. First, how important is... [INSERT ITEMS; RANDOMIZE]? Is it very important, somewhat important, not too important or not at all important for this country? Next, how important is... [INSERT NEXT ITEM]?
READ AS NECESSARY: Is it very, somewhat, not too or not at all important for this country?

SEE KEY BELOW                   (1)        (2)         (3)        (4)        (9)

a.
Making healthcare more affordable

          80.9%    13.8%    2.1%    2.1%    1.0%
b.
Ensuring health coverage for everyone                    58.6%     23.4%   9.2%    6.3%    2.5%
c.
Prohibiting insurance companies from cancelling   73.1%     17.6%   3.1%    2.8%    3.3%   

health plans due to pre-existing conditions

d.
Allowing children up to age 26 to be covered by     40.5%    27.7%   15.5%   13%     3.3%  

 their parents’ health insurance whether or not they
 are in college
CATEGORIES

1
Very important


      
2
Somewhat important

3
Not too important

4
Not at all important

9
Don’t know/Refused

12.
In the past 12 months, how many times have you, yourself, done each of the following? [INSERT ITEMS IN ORDER]
READ IF NECESSARY: How many times have you done this in the past 12 months?
a.
Made a doctor visit?

b.
Had an overnight stay in a hospital?

c.
Gone to the hospital for outpatient care, not including emergency room visits?

d.
Gone to an emergency room for medical treatment?

CATEGORIES

0-96
[ENTER EXACT NUMBER, RANGE 0-96]
1-5:71.3%    6-10:17.8%  11-20:8.5%
97
97 times or more
.2%


98
Don’t know

99
Refused

13.
Please tell me whether or not you have had any of the following types of medical care in the past 12 months. (First,/Next,)... [INSERT ITEMS; RANDOMIZE]?
READ IF NECESSARY: Have you had this type of medical care in the past 12 months, or not?

a.
Routine exams and screenings -- such as checkups or [IF SEX=1, INSERT: prostate screenings] [IF SEX=2, INSERT: gynecological screenings]                        62.6%
b.
Treatment for minor health problems -- such as colds                                      34.4%
c.
Treatment for serious health problems -- such as cancer or heart disease        11.5%
d.
Surgery







            14.8%
CATEGORIES

1
Yes

2
No

9
Don't know/Refused

14.
Now thinking about health insurance... Are you, yourself, NOW covered by any form of health insurance? {modified from 2010 wording: “On another subject, do you, yourself, now have some form of health insurance or health care coverage, or are you uninsured at this time?”}
1
Yes, covered by health insurance
83.5%
2
No, not covered



16.3%
9
Don’t know/Refused


    .2%
ASK Q14a IF INITIALLY SAID NOT INSURED (Q14=2)

14a.
Just to confirm, health insurance includes any private insurance plan through an employer or union, or a plan you purchased yourself, as well as a government program such as Medicare or Medicaid. Are you now covered by ANY form of health insurance, or are you NOT covered by any form of health insurance at this time?

1
Yes, covered by health insurance

8.1%
2
No, not covered at this time

            91.9%
9
Don’t know/Refused

ASK Q15 IF INSURED (Q14=1 or Q14a=1)

15.
I’m going to read a list of a few types of health insurance, and I’d like you to tell me which of these you have, if any. (First,) are you now PERSONALLY covered by [INSERT ITEMS IN ORDER]? MULTIPLE RESPONSES PERMITTED
a.
Private health insurance offered through an employer or union? [IF ANSWERS “NO”, READ: This could be insurance through a current job, a former job, your job or someone else’s job.]






64.3%
b.
A private health insurance plan that you bought yourself
25.6%
c.
Medicare, Medicaid, or some other government program        42.1%
d.
Health insurance through ANY other source, including 
military or veteran’s coverage  




8.9%
CATEGORIES

1
Yes

2
No

9
Don’t know/Refused

ASK Q15E IF INSURED BY 2+ TYPES ([Q14=1 or Q14a=1] and 2+ ITEMS Q15a-d=1) OR IF INSURED BY A GOV’T PROGRAM ([Q14=1 or Q14a=1] and Q15c=1)
*15e.
Which of the following is your MAIN source of health coverage? [READ]
1
[IF 2+ ITEMS Q15a-d=1and Q15A=1] An employer or union   21.6%
2
[IF 2+ ITEMS Q15a-d=1and Q15B=1] A private insurance plan you bought yourself  12.2%
3
[IF Q15C=1] 




Medicare  51%
4
[IF Q15C=1] 




Medicaid  9%
5   
Or some other source? (SPECIFY) 

Other: 
    5.1%
9
(DO NOT READ) Don’t know/Refused    

    1.2%
ASK Q16 IF INSURED (Q14=1 or Q14a=1)

16.
Thinking about your own health care costs, which of the following do you find to be the greatest financial burden? Is it paying for: [READ LIST; ROTATE 1-3, THEN 4, READ 5 LAST]
1
Your health insurance premiums




17.5%
2
The deductible you pay before insurance kicks in   

18.1%
3
Co-pays for doctor visits and prescription drugs     
 
17.3%
4
Some other health care cost


      

  1.2%
5
Or is paying for health care and health insurance not a financial 
burden for you? 






37.5%
6
(DO NOT READ) All choices 1-4 equally
       

  4.1%
9
(DO NOT READ) Don’t know/Refused

       

  4.5%
[READ TO ALL:] On another subject...

17.
Do you think smoking in all public places in Indiana should be made totally illegal, or not?
1
Yes, made illegal

56.3%
2
No, not made illegal

39.7%
9
Don’t know/Refused

  4.0%
18.
The state legislature is preparing to vote on right-to-work laws that would make it illegal for labor unions to collect dues from employees who choose not to join the union. Some people say right-to-work laws would bring more jobs to Indiana and allow workers to hold onto money that now goes toward union dues. Other people say right-to-work laws will result in lower wages for all employees in Indiana and that states with right-to-work laws have higher unemployment than states without such laws.

Do you support the passage of this legislation, oppose it, or don’t you have an opinion?
1
Support passing the legislation

26.9%
2
Oppose passing the legislation

23.6%
3
Don’t have an opinion


47.8%
9
Refused



  1.8%
19.
Have you heard of the Tea Party movement?

1
Yes



76.9%
2
No



22.6%
9
Don’t know/Refused

    .5%
ASK Q20 IF HEARD OF TEA PARTY (Q20=1)

20.
Would you say your overall opinion of the Tea Party movement is very favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat UNfavorable, or very unfavorable?
1
Very favorable


14.1%
2
Somewhat favorable

37.5
3
Somewhat unfavorable

16.9%
4
Very unfavorable

20.1%
5
(VOL.) Neutral/Mixed views
 2.1%
9
Don’t know/Refused

 9.2%
21.
Have you heard of the Occupy Wall Street movement?

1
Yes


61.8%
2
No


37.4%
9
Don’t know/Refused
    .8%
ASK Q22 IF HEARD OF OCCUPY WALL STREET (Q22=1)

22.
Would you say your overall opinion of the Occupy Wall Street movement is very favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat UNfavorable, or very unfavorable?
1
Very favorable



11.5%
2
Somewhat favorable


25.9%
3
Somewhat unfavorable


21.9%
4
Very unfavorable


31.2%
5
(VOL.) Neutral/Mixed views

   2.7%
9
Don’t know/Refused


   6.9%
23.
How satisfied are you with your personal experiences dealing with your state and local government agencies? Would you say you are very satisfied, somewhat satisfied, not too satisfied, or not at all satisfied?

1
Very satisfied





14.7%
2
Somewhat satisfied




56.7%
3
Not too satisfied




12.9%
4
Not at all satisfied




  9.7%
5
(VOL.) Have not dealt with state or local government       4.6%
9
Don’t know/Refused




  1.5%
ASK Q24 IF HAVE DEALT WITH STATE/LOCAL GOVERNMENT OR DK (Q24=1-4,9)

24.
Thinking about your personal experiences with your state and local government, how satisfied are you with the LEVEL OF PROFESSIONALISM that you were treated with by the government employees with whom you had contact? Would you say you are very satisfied, somewhat satisfied, not too satisfied, or not at all satisfied?

1
Very satisfied





26.4%
2
Somewhat satisfied




46.3%
3
Not too satisfied




13.5%
4
Not at all satisfied




  7.9%
5
(VOL.) Have not dealt with state or local government       4.3%
9
Don’t know/Refused




  1.6%
*25.
During the past school year, that just ended, did you have any children in public school grades kindergarten through 12th grade? [READ IF NECESSARY: that ended in June 2011]
1
Yes



25%
2
No



75%
9
Don’t know/Refused

ASK Q26 IF HAD CHILDREN IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS DURING PAST SCHOOL YEAR (Q26=1)

*26.
In general, how satisfied are you with your local public schools? Are you... [READ 1-4]
1
Very satisfied





39.5%
2
Somewhat satisfied




35.5%
3
Not too satisfied, OR




13.8%
4
Not at all satisfied?




  9.2%
9
(DO NOT READ) Don’t know/Refused

               2.0%
*27.
Of the following ideas that have been proposed to improve public education, please tell me which ONE would be your FIRST choice for improving public education... [READ AND RANDOMIZE]?
1
Increase teacher salary (OR)



22.6%
2
Tie teacher salaries to student test scores (OR)

15.5%
3
Close underperforming schools (OR)


  8.4%
4
Increase parental involvement with the schools (OR)
43%
9
(DO NOT READ) Don’t know/Refused


10.5%
ASK Q28 IF ANSWER GIVEN IN PREVIOUS QUESTION (Q.28=1-4)

*28.
And which of these would be your SECOND choice? [IF NECESSARY, READ IN SAME ORDER AS Q28 EXCLUDING PRIOR SELECTION]
1
Increase teacher salary (OR)



23.0%
2
Tie teacher salaries to student test scores (OR)

20.1%
3
Close underperforming schools (OR)


16.9%
4
Increase parental involvement with the schools (OR)
29.8%
9
(DO NOT READ) Don’t know/Refused


10.1%
Political
D2.
In politics, do you consider yourself a Republican, Democrat, or Independent?

1
Republican




32.6%
2
Democrat




27.8%
3
Independent




30.6%
4
(VOL.) Libertarian



    .2%
5
(VOL.) No party/Not interested in politics
  5.4%
6
(VOL.) Other party (SPECIFY)
9
Don't know/Refused



  3.3%
ASK D2a IF IND/LIBERTARIAN/NO PARTY/OTHER/DK (D2=3-9):

D2a.
As of today, do you lean more to the Republican Party or more to the Democratic Party?

1
Republican Party


27.5%
2
Democratic Party


27.5%
9
Other/Don’t know/Refused

45.0%
D3.
How would you describe your views on most political matters? Do you consider yourself to be... [READ 1-3]
1
Liberal





12.4%
2
Conservative, OR



34.9%
3
Moderate?




46.1%
9
(DO NOT READ) Don’t know/Refused

  6.6%
