CLASS OF 2014
Sawsan Aldaadi

Sawsan is from Saudi Arabia and earned a degree in social work from Umm Al-Qura University.  Sawsan would like to use sociology to help address community issues and would eventually like to be a professor.   

Doreen Ayugi 

I am from Kenya.  I received my bachelor’s degree in Development Studies at Uganda Christian University.  I received a post-graduate diploma in Project Management and worked with non-government organizations in matters related to women and children rights. My areas of interest include gender inequality and education.  I am planning on applying for MA in public policy, with a goal of integrating sociology skills in policy development focusing on non-governmental organization. My future plan is to work with International NGO's in poverty eradication by offering sustainable programs for future generations.
Elaina Johns-Wolfe

I am from North Manchester, Indiana and currently reside in Fort Wayne, Indiana. I completed my undergraduate degree in sociology at Ball State University in 2011. My substantive research interests include urban sociology (with specific regard to neighborhoods), social change, and social problems. Upon completion of this degree, I hope to attend a PhD program."

Kurtis McCoin

 I was born and raised in Indianapolis, Indiana. I attended Ball State University as an undergrad and received a B.A. in Sociology and History with a minor in Anthropology. My research interests are lower income individuals/families, their roles in society, and low income neighborhoods and education. After finishing my M.A. at Ball State, I plan to work at a university/college as an institutional researcher in hopes of encouraging diversity in and around campus.

Jack Osben

I am from Oklahoma, though had relocated to Arkansas a number of years ago. I received B.A. degrees 

in both Psychology and Sociology from Arkansas Tech University. My research interests are varied, though I am primarily interested in mood disorders and suicide.  After completing my M.A. from Ball State, I plan to work for a non-profit organization dealing with suicide prevention.

Zachary Palmer 

I’m from Kirksville, Missouri and got my B.S. in sociology there at Truman State University. My areas of interest in sociology are religion, social psychology, and gender.  After I graduate I plan on going on for my Ph.D. 

Anthony Rodriguez

I was born and grew up in France where I received my B.A. in English and Education at Nancy 2 University. After a year at Ball State as a French assistant, I applied to a Master's program in Sociology. My main interests are Education and Religion, especially the impact of pupils' religious and cultural background on their schooling.
Kaley Schoeph

Native to Indiana, I grew up in Columbia City and received my B.S. in Sociology and Psychology from Ball State University. My research interests include a wide variety of topics, but my general focus relates to the study of educational institutions. After completing my M.A. from Ball State, I hope to work for an Institutional Research board on a College campus to help with their data needs and guide them to making effective, data based decisions.
David Staggs

I have lived in the Muncie area since 1997 and received my Bachelor's Degree in Sociology from Ball State University in December of 2010.  My primary research interests include mass media and sociopolitical issues.  After obtaining my Master's Degree, I hope to teach Sociology at the community college level.

Katherine Zeininger
I am from Waupun, Wisconsin.  I completed my undergraduate degree at the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater where I majored in Sociology and minored in Family and Health Studies.  My sociological interests include gender, sexuality, and inequality.  After earning my M.A. at Ball State, I hope to pursue my Ph.D.

CLASS OF 2015
Rich Burdge
I grew up in Akron, Indiana and received my B.S. in Ecology, Ethology, and Evolution from the University of Illinois. I worked on water pollution issues for ten years for the Missouri Department of Natural Resources. My focus is the sociology of religion. I have not decided on plans after I receive my master's degree.

Alaina Camblin

I received my bachelor's degree from Ball State in Sociology. My main interests in sociology are aging and gerontology, theory, and medical sociology. After receiving my MA in sociology I plan on attending pharmacy school, however I am still undecided on which university I will attend. 

Emilee Deardorff
I am from the Indianapolis area and in May 2013 I received my B.A. in Sociology from Ball State University. Within Sociology, my interests include media, gerontology, and gender equality. Upon completing my Masters, I hope to teach at the college level while working towards my PhD. 

Cory Hrycko

I was born on Camp Pendleton in California. My family has been a bit nomadic after that. After the 1989 earthquake of Loma Prieta, the World Series broadcasted earthquake, my family decided to move away from California to a suburb of Philadelphia. From there my family moved to a suburb of Pittsburgh in Ohio. It is in this place that sparked my interest for Sociology. The town was the victim of constant institutionalized discrimination from Pittsburgh and the surrounding areas. From there I went to Youngstown University from which I transferred and completed my undergraduate degree in Psychology and Sociology from Muskingum University. At Ball State University I am pursuing a Master’s of Arts with a focus in Social Psychology and Sociology. After my master’s degree I plan on becoming a teacher at a community college while pursuing a Ph.D.

Glenn Schnelker

I am from Fort Wayne Indiana. I received my undergraduate in Sociology with a minor in Biology at Indiana Purdue Fort Wayne in 2011. I am primarily interested in the Sociology of family and marriage. I hope to find employment after receiving my masters from Ball State University.

Jared Sell

I am from Fort Wayne, Indiana. I received my B.A. from IPFW, majoring in psychology and philosophy. My specific interests in sociology are religion, gender, and sexuality. After my time here at Ball State, I hope to earn a Ph.D. and secure an academic position teaching and researching the sociology of religion.
Christina (Chrissy) Sorenson

I am from Huntington IN and received my BA in Sociology and BA in Psychology from Indiana-Purdue Ft Wayne. My interests in sociology include religion, conflict and group dynamics. Ultimately I would like to receive my PhD and go into academics. In regards to my personal life I enjoy kayaking, hiking, fishing and spending time with my boyfriend, son, and two dogs.   
Sabrina Tanner
I grew up in Francesville, Indiana and received my B.S. in Sociology with a minor in Marketing from Ball State University. My current interests are in statistics and data analysis. After receiving my M.A. from Ball State, I would like to work in the marketing research and consumer behavior field.
WHERE THEY ARE NOW:  GRADUATES OF BALL STATE’S SOCIOLOGY MA PROGRAM

Joe Grover (class of 2013)

Joe Grover is currently pursuing a PhD in Sociology at the University of Minnesota. He also works as a Graduate Research Assistant at the Minnesota Population Center doing data formatting and harmonization for the nationally representative Current Population Survey. Joe hopes to use the Current Population Survey as well as many of the other rich data sources available through the Minnesota Population Center to study the complex relationships between inequality and health outcomes at various geographic levels.

Heather Harduk (class of 2013)
I am currently enrolled in the police academy earning my certification as a law enforcement officer in the state of North Carolina. When finished I will be working as a police officer in Rocky Mount, North Carolina. My goals here are to receive specialized training to advance into the Criminal Investigations Division as well as pursue the opportunity of placement on the Strategic Response Team. My dream job is to one day work in the Behavioral Sciences Unit of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
Shawn Teague (class of 2013)

I graduated in July 2013 and am now seeking a research position in a non-profit or a policy institution.  My main interest continues to be social stratification.  I will be moving to Washington, D.C. in the fall of 2013 in order to seek employment.
Cheri Ellefson Terhune (class of 2012)

Almost immediately after defending my thesis this summer and graduating in July (2012), I accepted two teaching jobs for the fall. I will teach Sociology 100 to 50 students at IU East Richmond, and an online 400-level Sociology of Women course at the University of North Carolina Charlotte. I am freelance writing between teaching positions. I’m also coordinating the marketing for a local Muncie non-profit association and was elected president of Muncie Young Professionals for 2012-2013, an organization that provides professional development opportunities for young business professionals in the area. 
Jessica Metcalf (class of 2011)

I graduated from Ball State University in May of 2011 after completing my Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in the Sociology department. I am currently a second year sociology PhD student at the University of Florida and I am confident that my continued success is due to the strong foundation I created while at BSU. My primary interests are in gender and sexuality as well as the family and I have been involved with many projects exploring those fields while at Florida. More specifically, I am interested in how members of the GLBT community construct and maintain their identities and how they construct and maintain their families. My dissertation will focus on how female-to-male transgender individuals construct and maintain their masculine identities. Additionally, I am an instructor at UF; I taught Marriages and Families during the summer semester and am teaching two sections of the course this fall. I am excited about the work that I am doing and am grateful to have had my start at BSU! 

Morgan Roddy (class of 2012)

After spending one year at Penn State University in the Rural Sociology PhD program, I have relocated to Austin, TX. As my interests remain centered on food-related issues, I have found Austin to be an ideal, yet challenging, city to live in due to the considerable number of non-profit organizations, urban farms and gardens, and a wide variety of food sources (including restaurants, food trucks, farmers' markets, and specialty grocery stores). I am currently applying for work at several non-profit organizations, as well as city and state government positions, emphasizing my skills acquired from earning my master's degree at Ball State. I am also considering applying to University of Texas at Austin for a PhD in Public Policy for fall 2014, where I will continue a food-policy research agenda.

Matthew Wright (class of 2011)

I am currently a Ph.D student in the sociology department at Bowling Green State University.  My primary research interest within sociology focuses on family demography, particularly as it pertains to union formation and dissolution, cohabitation, and marriage.  More specifically, I am interested in family trends and examining the effects of family structure on behavior and well-being, with a focus on children and young adults.  Outside of family demography, I am also interested in demography, quantitative methods, and sexuality.  After earning my Ph.D, my goal is to become a sociology professor and contribute to the development of future scholars.

Nora Hall (class of 2010)
I'm currently working for Express Scripts Pharmacy as an Internal Trainer/Customer Service Representative for oncology patients. It isn't how I imagined using my degree but I'm truly happy with what I do. Some of the skills I learned in the sociology master's program have definitely helped me in my position. The presentation skills I learned have helped me train others on new and updated processes. The research skills I learned have also helped me be successful in my position because it requires strong attention to detail and sometimes a lot of research to resolve issues. Even though I haven't taken the traditional path to using my degree, the skills I learned have definitely translated to my current position.
Larry D. Long (class of 2009)
I am a student affairs administrator and chose to pursue a master’s in Sociology to strengthen my research and assessment skills. The program gave me hands-on experience in developing surveys and analyzing quantitative and qualitative data. The connections I formed while at BSU have been integral to my professional success. Since graduating from BSU in 2009, I have published four research studies on the college student experience, was appointed to the assessment chair position of the Association of Fraternity/Sorority Advisors, and have helped my department improve its use of assessment data. I currently work as a community director at Michigan State University.

Daniel R. Flowers (class of 2008)

I am currently the Assistant Director of Institutional Research at Saint Mary's College in Notre Dame, IN.  In this role I assist with the data needs of the College both internal and external.  This involves the collection, analyzing, and reporting of data so that the College can hopefully make effective data driven decisions.  In terms of how the M.A. in Sociology at BSU helped--well, the skills related to data analysis (both quantitative and qualitative), research design/methodology and survey design have allowed me to function effectively in my role and hopefully make the data more useful for the College in decision making.  In addition, the critical thinking skills (often overlooked) developed during the Master's program at Ball State have allowed me to tackle complex issues in a more thoughtful manner.  This applies not only professionally but personally as well.  I can honestly say that not a day goes by that I don't think about the world (both global and otherwise) in manner that was heavily influenced by my experience as a Sociology student at Ball State.  For this, far beyond the professional skill-set, I am forever indebted and thankful.
