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f you don’t pass history on, it’s gone," according to 1959 Ball State graduate Linda 
Huge. She has made it her full-time mission to educate Hoosiers on the history of 
their state as curator of a one-room schoolhouse in Fort Wayne. Huge’s story, on 

pages 4-5, describes how the self-appointed schoolmarm takes her personal passion for 
history and instills listeners, both young and old, with knowledge.

Ball State’s history as a public institution dates to 1918 when the Ball Brothers, after they 
had purchased it in 1917,  gave 64-plus acres and two buildings to the state. Thereafter, we 
became the Eastern Division of the Indiana State Normal School in Terre Haute. 

Thousands of individuals call Ball State “alma mater.” Though they’ve graduated over the 
course of many decades, there are common experiences, from the fi rst days on campus 

through commencement, they all have had. We 
asked representatives from classes since the 1930s 
for their college memories.  Their comments begin 
on page 18.

As history does repeat, the Cardinals experienced 
a successful football season this year, culminating 
with an appearance in the International Bowl, 
their fourth Bowl berth. Some fans who traveled 
to Toronto, Canada to support the team in person 
share their experiences on pages 16-17.

The date for Homecoming has been set for 
Saturday, September 27, and Ball State’s opponent 
will be MAC rival Kent State. The 2008 football 
season schedule is on page 28. Updates may occur 
and will be posted on the Ball State sports Web site: 
www.ballstatesports.com. 

In addition to those stories, we present a slice of 
what’s happening right now on our ever-vibrant 
campus. Here's only a small sampling: Both Ball 
State and affi liated individuals are in the news, from 
appointments, honors, and awards to inventive 
campus events and initiatives. A new partnership 
between Ball State and Simon and Schuster will 
enable children to interact with best-selling 
children’s authors. The Ball State Alumni Association 
has new executive committee offi cers and a busy 
agenda. The university will begin a smoking ban on 
campus starting after Spring Break. Even the Core 
Curriculum is being updated to include skills for 
success in the 21st century.

Aristotle said: “If you would understand anything, observe its beginning and its 
development.” Between the covers of this magazine, we offer that opportunity to you.
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The Ball State Alumnus is a bi-monthly publication printed by Mignone Communications, 
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This 1951 student reads a magazine while 
enjoying a few moments of relaxation. 
Students from the 1930s to today share 
memories of their time on campus, 
beginning on page 18.

We invite you to submit your favorite Ball 
State-related photo taken at an alumni 
gathering or showing your Ball State pride. 
Send your full-color picture with complete 
description and attribution to: Editor, Ball 
State Alumnus, Ball State University Alumni 
Association, Muncie, IN 47306.

To submit photos electronically, 
fi rst contact the editor via e-mail: 
cshepper@bsu.edu.
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Pen Point is written by Charlotte Shepperd, Ball State Alumnus Editor.
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comment

Council upholds university, association vision

Y our Alumni Council, the elected group of 39 members who represent 146,454 alumni with known 
addresses, met on campus February 1-2. Th e 119th meeting of the Alumni Association’s governing 
and visionary body began Friday aft ernoon with a tour of Ball State’s new David Letterman 

Communication and Media Building. An environmentally friendly facility, the building represents 
innovation and insight, designed by the architects for optimum functionality blended with pleasing 
aesthetics.

When David Letterman told Oprah Winfrey on national TV that no university 
had better telecommunications and broadcasting technology than Ball State, he was 
absolutely correct. Our students learn on equipment better than what is found at many 
commercial operations.

No wonder BSU graduates are in such demand. Th ey enter their jobs with a level of 
profi ciency that others can only dream about. And for sports fans, student-operated 
WCRD-93.1 FM covers 18 BSU sports live, and via its Web site, you can get your 
Cardinal athletics fi x. I’ve been listening. Th e broadcast teams do an excellent job.  

Our Friday dinner meeting was in one of the classic buildings on campus, the Fine 
Arts Building. A reception for Alumni Council members and guests in the Museum 
of Art provided a nice opportunity to catch up on friendships, while viewing the 
museum’s new exhibition of Japanese art. Th anks to generous benefactors and prudent 
management, the Ball State University Museum of Art is recognized as one of the 
leading public university collections. Be sure to plan a visit to the museum, in 
person or online.

A welcome by Muncie’s new mayor and Ball State graduate, Sharon McShurley, 
preceded dinner, which was followed with music by the Cardinal Five, an 
a cappella student group. Football highlights and a recruiting update by Coach Brady Hoke and a capital 
campaign report by Vice President of University Advancement Ben Hancock completed the program.  

Aft er early morning executive and committee meetings on Saturday, the general session convened, at which 
we reviewed and approved our 2008 budget and carried out the business, mission, and vision of the Alumni 
Association. Steve Fulton, Director of New Media for the BSUAA, gave an excellent presentation about how 
the Alumni Association is utilizing new media (LinkedIn, Facebook, Second Life, and others). As technology 
evolves, the BSUAA is positioned on the leading edge to serve our growing global alumni base.

Following a special executive session and reports from committees, constituent groups, and professional 
societies—we covered an immense amount of business—we adjourned to lunch and a tour of the new Park 
Residence Hall. Another environmentally friendly building, it was designed to provide the ultimate in both 
function and beauty. With Park Hall, who would want to live off -campus?  

As students benefi t from the experiential process of immersive learning, we thought the 2008 Alumni 
Council could gain a greater insight into our university by involving ourselves in our own immersive learning 
process. From the comments received from Council members, it was worth the eff ort.

Th anks to the BSUAA staff  and the university for organizing the two-day program. As representatives of you, 
our alumni, increased BSU engagement is our goal. I’ll appreciate hearing your ideas about how we can better 
serve you.

Th omas L. Farris, ’67, President
Ball State University Alumni Association
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letters to the editor

LETTERS TO 
THE EDITOR

No evidence that society 
causes climate change

As I read the article, “Ball State’s Vision of 
Sustainability,” by Katherine Tryon (January 
2008), I caught myself shaking my head. 

Th e quote by John 
Vann, “If we don’t get 
the climate right, then 
these other things 
like fresh water, food 
and land, and water 
pollution are not going 
to matter.” Th e greatest 
danger we face is not 

climate change, it is ignorance of facts about 
climate change.

As a graduate of Ball State’s biology 
department, I was trained well in  
investigation using the scientifi c method 
for research, training which has been 
applied to the climate change issue for over 
two decades. 

Th e most troubling “fact” about global 
warming is the notion that we are the cause 
of it. Th ere is ample scientifi c evidence 
that climate changes on a cyclical basis, 
completely independent of our infl uences. 
Th ese climatic variability patterns have 
mirrored the solar output levels as far back 
as we have data. 

Th ere is no conclusive evidence that we 
humans are causing the temperature to rise, 
or change for that matter, by increasing the 
level of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere. 
Th ere is good data, however, that shows 
doubling the carbon dioxide level actually 
improves plant growth.

I am all for reducing pollution and 
living a life of moderate, sustainable 
consumption. It is unfortunate that the 
true science of climatology has fallen prey 
to a strong political element which uses 
false assumptions and distorted data to 
incite fear in order to eff ect change. 

Chris Krauskopf, ’87
Louisville, KY

International Bowl trip 
deemed great success
Editor’s note: David Abernathy and his 
wife Barbara were among those who 
joined the Alumni Association on the 
charter trip to Toronto for the Cardinals’ 
International Bowl appearance. His 
message refl ects the sentiments expressed 
by others on the trip. A story on the 
International Bowl is on pages 16-17.

Th e Alumni Association did an 
outstanding job of putting everything 
together [for the Bowl trip]. It’s very 
diffi  cult to move fi ve busloads of people 
in and out of places. 

When we got to the hotel, they were 
there, they were at the door, they had 
our luggage out, we had our room keys, 
and they had us all pre-registered. Th e 
next day, we were on our own, which was 
great. Th e breakfast Saturday morning 
ran very smoothly, with feeding 500 
people in a short amount of time. 

I’ve coordinated activities nowhere 
nearly that size, and I know how diffi  cult 

it is to get everything in order. Th ere 
wasn’t a glitch anywhere. It worked out 
very well. Th e Association should be 
commended for that.

David Abernathy, ’81
Elwood

Ball State ALUMNUS

Your feedback is important. The Ball 
State Alumnus invites letters to the 
editor. We reserve the right to edit all 
submissions for clarity and space. 

Address letters to:
Editor, Ball State Alumnus
Ball State University
Alumni Association
Muncie, IN 47306
E-mail: cshepper@bsu.edu

The views expressed in published 
letters do not necessarily refl ect those 
of the Alumnus.
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WE  WELCOME  YOUR  LETTERS

’31 grad, J.B. Stephens, celebrates 100th birthday

J.B. Stephens, ’31 (seated left), is surrounded by friends who joined to help him 
celebrate his 100th birthday in December 2007. Stephens , a former teacher and school 
superintendent, has a school named in his honor in Greenfi eld, where he resides. His 
daughter, Linda McMinn, ’57 (fi rst row, far right),  responded to a special greeting and 
gift of a Ball State throw sent to Stephens from the Alumni Association:  “Our parents 
always enjoyed receiving cards.  They read them many times and would keep a running 
count of how many they had received. Thank you for the blanket and birthday card, 
which all the staff members signed. He was thrilled to be recognized by Ball State. “
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on the sceneon the scene

“Can you save history 
if you don’t pass it 
on?” asks volunteer 
historian Linda Huge. 

“No. Of course not.” 
And so goes Huge’s mission, to 

educate Indiana students of all ages on 
exactly what it means to be a Hoosier 
and an individual among history. 

Huge, who graduated from Ball 
State in 1959, is the caretaker and 
self-appointed schoolmarm of Aboite 
Township’s one-room schoolhouse in 
Fort Wayne. 

She, Southwest Allen County School 
superintendents Dave Hales and Brian 
Smith, and others have actively worked 

to keep the school alive and serving 
the surrounding community. 

Center School was built in 1893 
in the middle of Aboite Township, 
functioning as an actual school until 
1946. In the late 1960s, it became 
a meeting location for the Aboite 
Township Community Association. 
Th e one-room schoolhouse played the 
role of town hall until 1970, when a 
high school was erected, becoming the 
new community meeting place. 

In the 1970s, Huge was involved with 
Settlers, Inc., a historical association 
in Fort Wayne, when a teacher 

Linda Huge
Keeping the rich history 
of  one Indiana schoolhouse 
alive for visitors 

Story and photos by Sarah Davison
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on the scene

enough today,” Huge says. “I don’t 
treat the little folks any diff erent than 
the big folks. Th e big words, I just 
explain them. I tell students there’s a 
big basket in the sky called ‘Lexicon,’ 
and all the words in the world are up 
there. When you want a word, you put 
your hand up there, and you take it 
down and you learn to pronounce it 
and spell it, and then it’s yours for the 
rest of your life.”

Huge believes that treating each 
student as an equal inspires curiosity 
and intrigue about history. “You never 
know what they’re going to say,” she 
says. “Students ask me, ‘When did 
history happen?’ Th en I clap and say, 

‘Did you 
hear it? 
Can you hear it now? It’s history.’”   

Of course, Th e Common School 
Journal has a level of disconnect 
from today’s education: It asks 
students to extract the square root 
of 39,394 on paper, and its ideas on 
gender are largely outdated. But, 
like the one-room schoolhouse, at 
the heart of the journal is a drive to 
encourage educators to, “always teach 
something,” and the sentiment that a 
teacher “should love his business.” 

Huge’s attachment to education 
runs deeper than her own passion for 
history. It extends to the satisfaction she 
receives from instilling knowledge in 
the next generation of great thinkers. 

“I cannot tell you the hugs and love I 
have received,” she professes. 

As for the future, Huge says she’ll 
continue teaching about times past. 

“I’ll just keep doing what I do 
until I can’t do it anymore.” ■

Huge’s books symbolize the delicate 
balance between history and oblivion. 
One day she received a call from a 
former student of Center School who 
was in failing health. Huge recalls the 
conversation she had with the woman. 
“She said, ‘If you can come down 
and get up in my attic, you can have 
whatever you want.’” 

Huge says the woman was afraid 
that her children would either sell 
or burn her pool of materials, so 
Huge salvaged the collection for the 
schoolhouse. Within the mass of paper, 
she discovered a ledger of school 
attendance, beginning September 
1, 1866, the fi rst time students were 
allowed back in school aft er 
the Civil War was over. 

“Th ey put all 72 [students] 
in a one-room schoolhouse 
because that’s all they could 
aff ord,” Huge says. “What 
if that [information] had 
disappeared?”

Huge is not the only person 
pulling for the success of the 
schoolhouse. Fort Wayne’s 
architectural preservation organization 
ARCH honored Center School with its 
coveted ARCHie award in 1995. ARCH 
supports the building as a historical 
contribution to the community. Center 
School received the 1995 Leonard 
G. Murphy Award aft er extensive 
renovations, including slate roofi ng 
and landscaping, were completed. 

Inside the schoolhouse, an aged book 
lies on Huge’s desk at the front of the 
room. Th e Common School Journal, 
a primer on successful teaching, was 
published in the early 1800s for the 
country’s fi rst public school educators. 
Under the section, “Qualifi cations 
of Teachers,” the journal has several 
standards, one being to, “Make no 
eff ort to simplify language.” Huge is of 
the same mind.

She treats every student who walks 
through the school’s doors as an equal, 
regardless of age. “We don’t expect 

approached her about presenting 
Indiana history in Center School. “One 
of my teacher friends said, ‘You’ve got 
all those funny clothes. Would you 
teach my students?’” Huge recalls.

More than 30 years later, Huge has 
become known as the “Aboite Answer 
Lady,” turning a part-time hobby into a 
full-time mission. 

Huge, who aff ectionately refers to 
the schoolhouse as “Th e Old Girl,” 
champions her cause of educating 
Hoosiers on the history of their 
state, which Huge says is not taught 
thoroughly enough in schools. 

“We’ve done a terrible job,” she says. 
“All kinds of things are not being 
passed on.” 

She says that most students who 
come through Center School, along 
with many chaperones, don’t know 
basic Indiana facts, like that the 
Maumee River fl ows north, or that the 
continental divide runs through Fort 
Wayne. 

“Sometimes [history is lost] because 
nobody cares and nobody speaks up,” 
Huge says. “If you don’t pass history 
on—it’s gone.” 

Huge explains to her students, 
“History is horrible at times. It’s not 
always kind, it’s cruel, but it’s always 
interesting and it’s always a part of you.” 

Th e schoolhouse itself is brimming 
with tales from history, such as the 
story of teacher Mary Kennedy, who 
was mysteriously removed by the town 
sheriff  in the middle of lecturing and 
placed in a mental health institute. 

Faded, shabbily framed pictures of 
former classes line the room, resting on 
the lip of the chalkboard. Paintings of 
Th omas Jeff erson, who was responsible 
for establishing the public school 
system in America in 1787, and George 
Washington hang proudly at the front 
of the room, just above a tattered 
American fl ag. And a bust of Abraham 
Lincoln rests solemnly on a shelf, 
guarding Huge’s collection of dusty 
books.

Linda Huge displays her historic 
collection of  books, desks, and 
ledgers in Center School.  

“History is horrible 
at times. It’s not 
always kind, it’s 

cruel, but it’s 
always interesting 

and it’s always a 
part of you.”

—Linda Huge
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alumni
C O N N E C T I O N

Online: www.bsu.edu/alumni/start  •  E-mail: start@bsu.edu  •  Phone: (765) 285-1080 or 1-888-I-GO-4-BSU

The Student Alumni Relations Team (StART) 
was created in 1984 to increase awareness 
of alumni programs and promote 
interaction between students and alumni.

n Senior Congrats Party—An annual event 
for more than 20 years! This year it is Friday, 
May 2, 2008. The farewell party is planned and 
staffed entirely by StART. The event is hosted 

prior to each spring commencement 
to welcome our new alumni and 

showcase all the Alumni 
Association has to offer. 

n Student 
Ambassadors—StART 

members serve as hosts for 
visiting alumni and friends 
at more than 200 alumni 

activities each year.

S tS t u d e n t  AA l u m n i  RR e l a t i o n s  TTe a m

Finals Week Finals Week 
Survival KitSurvival Kit
Rescue One Of Your Favorite 
Ball State Students! 
Finals Week is April 28-May 2. You 
can make it a little less stressful 
this year, thanks to the 
StART Survival Kit. Kits 
will include a variety of 
snacks and study supplies 
and will be delivered to 
students by StART members 
during fi nals week.  

Order one today at: 
www.bsu.edu/alumni/start/
startsurvival

Deadline is Thursday, April 17.

Professional societies 
plan reunions, more

Alumni societies are 
gearing up for spring with 
plans for award presentations, 
banquets, and outings.

FCS: Th e Family and 
Consumer Sciences Alumni 
Society board of directors 
will host a spring brunch, 
Saturday, May 17, at the 
Alumni Center. Details will 
be sent to home economics 
and FCS alumni. 

Th e Department of Family 
and Consumer Sciences 
is preparing to launch an 
electronic newsletter. Alumni 
who would like to receive 
news and opportunities or to 
share news with others are 
asked to provide updates at 
www.bsu.edu/alumni/fcsinfo/.

Journalism: Th e Journalism 
Alumni Society board of 

directors has appointed four 
new members: Sam Keyes, 
’04; Emily Schilling, ’81; 
Shavonne Tate, ’06; and Greg 
Weaver, ’83.

Keyes is a market graphic 
specialist for Duke Realty 
Corporation in Indianapolis; 
Schilling serves as editor for 
Electric Consumer magazine 
in Indianapolis; Tate is 
assistant media planner for 
Mind Share in Chicago, 
IL; and Weaver is deputy 
public service editor for the 
Indianapolis Star and News.

During its January 12 
meeting, the board of 
directors approved nominees 
for the Outstanding Young 
Alumnus Award, Outstanding 
Journalism Alumnus Award, 
and Hall of Fame. Awards 
will be presented during the 
annual Journalism Awards 
luncheon, Wednesday, 
April 2, at the Alumni Center.

Justin Gilbert, ’97, and 
Heidi Monroe-Kroft , ’00, 
were selected for the 
Outstanding Young Alumnus 
Award. Gilbert is an editorial 
artist for Newsday in New 
York, NY. An award-winning 
graphic artist, he has been 
at the scene of some of the 
country’s most devastating 
events, including Ground 
Zero aft er 9-11. 

Kroft  is co-founder and vice 
president of BLASTmedia in 
Fishers. Her company recently 
expanded to the West Coast.

Jason Whitlock, ’90, will be 
honored with the Outstanding 
Journalism Alumnus Award. 
A columnist for the Kansas 
City Star and sports radio 
commentator at ESPN, 
Whitlock has been voted 
one of the ten best sports 
columnists in the country.

Tony Majeri, retired senior 
editor at the Chicago Tribune, 

will be inducted into the 
Journalism Hall of Fame. 
Majeri has a long association 
with the Department of 
Journalism, working with 
students and faculty both on 
campus and at the Tribune.

Th ere will be a journalism 
alumni reunion, Saturday, 
June 21, on campus. Details 
will be mailed, or can be 
accessed online, 
www.bsu.edu/alumni/events/
blockparty08. 

MCOB: Th e Miller College 
of Business Alumni Society 
will host its annual Alumni 
Dialogue Days, Tuesday and 
Wednesday, March 4-5, in the 
Whitinger Business Building. 

MCOB alumni who are 
interested in speaking to 
students about their careers 
and opportunities in their 
fi elds may contact the BSUAA 
for details. Last year more 
than 100 alumni participated 
in the event. 

Alumni enjoyed a 
networking reception at 
Conseco Fieldhouse in 
Indianapolis and then watched 
the Indiana Pacers play the 
Cleveland Cavaliers, 
February 20. Plans are under 
way for the annual alumni 
awards dinner in the fall.

NREM: Natural Resources 
and Environmental 
Management alumni and 
friends will gather for their 
annual awards dinner, Friday, 
April 18, at 6:00 p.m. 
at the Alumni Center, 
following a student award 
ceremony hosted by the 
NREM department. 

Professors Hugh Brown and 
Tim Lyon will be recognized 
as they plan to retire from 
their positions, and three 
alumni will receive awards for 
their successful careers and 
community involvement. 
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The Alumni Association off ers Notary Public services to all alumni 
free of charge. For more information contact the Alumni Association.

did you know?

• Jackson Alexander, Alexandria, born May 14, 2007 
(Jennifer (Wood) Alexander, ’98, mother)

• Cameron Lich, Palm Harbor, FL, born December 5, 2007                     
(Jennifer Lich, ’94, mother)

• Ace Neff , Muncie, born January 31, 2008 
(Aaron Neff , ’02, father)

• Brayden Pickett, Statesboro, GA, 
born October 12, 2007 
(William (Bill) Pickett, ’00MA02, father)

• Jack Reese, Seaside, CA, 
born December 8, 2007 
(Jill White Reese, ’98MA01, mother; 
E. Charles White, ’65MA71, grandfather)

Introducing our new members

 The Ball State University Alumni Association welcomes 
newborns into the Cardinal family. In partnership with the Ball 
State Federal Credit Union (BSFCU), the Alumni Association 
administers the program.
 “Born to be a Cardinal” is designed for babies from birth to 
12 months, who are the children or grandchildren of Ball State 
alumni. 
 The program was established as an alumni service to 
recognize the university’s newest legacies, honor alumni 
families, and promote pride in Ball State. It provides the family a 
mechanism to save for college through the BSFCU.
 Cost of basic enrollment is $15.00. New members in the basic 
plan will receive a Ball State bib, a magnetic photo frame with 
the “Born to be a Cardinal” logo, and a $10.00 custodial account 
opened in the child’s name at the BSFCU. 
 Members may opt to increase the minimum for their savings 
plan. Amounts greater than $15.00 will be deposited directly 
into the custodial account.
 The enrollment form is available through the Alumni 
Association Web site: www.bsu.edu/alumni. 

BSU welcomes newborns 
into the Cardinal Family

“Born to be 
a Cardinal” 
membership 
includes a Ball State 
bib, a magnetic 
photo frame, and 
a $10.00 custodial 
account through the 
Ball State Federal 
Credit Union.

Teachers College: Teachers 
College alumni, family, and 
friends are invited to attend 
an outing at the Children’s 
Museum of Indianapolis, 
Saturday, March 29, from 
6:30-10:00 p.m. 

Admission to the museum 
is free, and the event is 
co-sponsored by the Teachers 
College Alumni Association 
and the Department of Special 
Education and Educational 
Psychology. Information will 
be sent to Teachers College 
alumni. 

Th e Teachers College 
Alumni Association board 
of directors is seeking 
nominations for the Teachers 
College Outstanding Alumni 
Award and the Innovative 
Education Grants.

Alumni chapters plan 
spring, summer outings

Chapters have kept busy 
with plans for spring events, 
from golf outings to an 
aft ernoon of theatre.

Adams-Wells: Th e Adams-
Wells Alumni Chapter will 
have an Adopt-A-Highway 
pick-up day Saturday, 
April 19. Volunteers will meet 
at 9:45 a.m. at the Preble 

Th e Award of Achievement 
will be presented to Roger 
Hedge, ’78, ecologist with 
the Indiana Natural Heritage 
Data Center, Department of 
Natural Resources, Division 
of Nature Preserves. Th e 
Award of Merit will go to 
Amy Butcher Dillon, ’99, and 
Kevin Rhodes, ’03. 

Dillon is executive director 
of the Shelby County Plan 
Commission, Shelbyville. 
Rhodes is an instructor 
for agriculture and natural 
resource classes at 
Shawnee Community 
College, Ullin, IL. 

Nursing: Th e Nursing Alumni 
Society will host its annual 
alumni banquet, Saturday, 
April 26, at the Alumni 
Center. A reception will begin 
at 5:30 p.m., with dinner 
following at 6:30 p.m.  

Th e 2008 Outstanding 
Nursing Alumni Award 
recipients and the 2008 
Nursing Alumni Scholarship 
Award recipients will be 
honored during the banquet. 
Th e nursing class of 1958 
will celebrate its 50-year class 
reunion at the banquet.  

A reservation form and 
banquet announcement will 
be included in the spring 
nursing alumni newsletter.

Need more event information? 

phone: (765) 285-1080      
toll free: 1 (888) I-GO-4-BSU    
fax: (765) 285-1414      
e-mail: alumni1@bsu.edu     
web: www.bsu.edu/alumni

Visit us online or contact the 

Alumni Association

“To be an advocate for alumni, 
to enrich their lives, 

and involve them with 
Ball State University.”
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P O S T- I T S
Black Alumni: New offi  cers 
for the Black Alumni 
Society are Pamala Morris, 
’69MAE71, president; Joyce 
Jamerson, ’97, vice president; 
and Keith Robinson, ’95, 
vice president. Mike Chisley, 
’73, serves as Alumni 
Council representative, and 
Ben Robinson, ’70, is past 
president. New members 
are Carl Radford, ’87, and 
Ebonee Cooper, ’06.

Th e Black Alumni Society 
is making arrangements to 
participate in a United Way 
breakfast at the Indiana 
Black Expo. A committee 
was formed to plan a 
summer social event in 
Indianapolis for alumni. 
Th e board is also planning 
to assist the university in 
recruiting minority students 
and to provide funding 
for a student scholarship. 
Charles Haynes, associate 
director of Admissions, 

was the guest speaker at the 
meeting.

Th e biennial Black 
Alumni Reunion is set 
for the fi rst weekend in 
August, 2009.

Class of 1958 Social 
Committee: Th e Class of 
1958 reunion planning 
committee includes Norm 
Beck, ’58MA62PhD71; 
Carol Buttell, 
’58MA60EdD00; Wayne 
Campbell, ’58; Jack Cruse, 
’58; Stephanie Davids, 
’58MA74; Leigh Morris, 
’58; Earl Muterspaugh, 
’58MA63; Paul Parkison, 
’58MA61; Tim Wagley, ’58; 
and Betty Workman, ’58. 
Th ey will meet Wednesday, 
March 5, at the Alumni 
Center. 

Members of the class of 
’58 are encouraged to attend 
their 50th anniversary 
reunion on campus, 

Th ursday and Friday, 
June 19-20.
Education Redefi ned: 
Join President Jo Ann 
M. Gora and other Ball 
State representatives for 
the Atlanta Area Alumni 
Education Redefi ned 
Reception at the Carter 
Center in Atlanta, GA, 
Friday, April 11. Th e 
reception will begin at 
5:30 p.m., and guests will 
be able to tour the center. 
Dinner will be at 7:00 p.m.

Job Fair: Th e annual 
BSU Teacher Fair will be 
Wednesday, April 30, and 
is open to undergraduate 
students and alumni who 
will be certifi ed to teach this 
year. School corporations 
will conduct interviews 
Th ursday, May 1. Contact 
the Career Center, 
(765) 285-1522 for more 
information or to register.

Keep up-to-date 
with alumni news
Read our blog: A great 
way to keep tabs on 
what’s happening with 
the Alumni Association 
is to read our blog. Go 
to www.ballstateaa.
wordpress.com. 

• Teachers College 
Children’s Museum Outing 
Saturday, March 29, Indianapolis

• Natural Resources and Environmental 
Management Awards Dinner
Friday, April 18, Muncie

• Adams-Wells Adopt-A-Highway 
Pick-Up Day
Saturday, April 19, Bluff ton

don’t miss these
C O M I N G  E V E N T S

Fireman’s Park, and clean-up 
will be from 10:00-11:00 a.m. 

At noon, Mike Pettibone, 
’76, and Carol Pettibone, ’70, 
will host a cookout at their 
home for all volunteers. 

For more information 
contact Holly Mahnensmith, 
’92, (260) 622-6188, or e-mail, 
holly@onlyinternet.com.

Th e chapter’s annual golf 
and dinner outing is planned 
for Th ursday, June 19, at 
Timber Ridge Golf Club. 
Registration will begin at 
noon, with golf at 1:00 p.m. 
and dinner at 6:00 p.m.

Greater Indianapolis: Th e 
Greater Indianapolis Area 
Alumni Chapter will host 
its annual theater outing, 
Sunday, March 2, at the 
Indiana Repertory Th eatre for 
the performance of August 
Wilson’s, Th e Piano Lesson. 
Michiana: Th e Michiana 
Alumni Chapter will host its 
annual casino night, Saturday, 
April 19. More information 
will be mailed to area alumni. 

Northeastern: Th e 
Northeastern Indiana 
Area Alumni Chapter has 
scheduled a summer golf and 
dinner outing, Wednesday, 
July 16, at Cherry Hill Golf 
Club. For more information 
contact Matt Momper, ’83, 
(260) 432-7543.

(Above, from left) Karen 
Shelnick, Cathy Andrews, 

and Julie Daringer show 
off  their prizes from 

Casino Night at Jillian’s 
in Indianapolis. (Right) 
Cardinal-to-be Amelia 

Schultz and Charlie 
Cardinal pose for a 

photo before the 
Adams-Wells family 

bowling outing.
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Class of 1958 
Golden Anniversary Reunion
Thursday and Friday, June 19-20
Alumni Center
www.bsu.edu/alumni/reunions/1958/

Journalism Alumni Society 
Block Party/Reunion
Saturday, June 21, Campus
Roast of Mark Popovich, 
entertainment, campus tour
www.bsu.edu/alumni/events/
blockparty08

R E U N I O N S
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alumni council

REPRESENTING 
ALUMNI 

INTERESTS 
AT BALL STATE 

MEET YOUR 2008
ALUMNI COUNCIL

OFFICERS
President 
Thomas L. Farris, ’67, Muncie
President Elect 
Jo Ann Johnston, ’85MA88, Fort Wayne
BSU Foundation Representative 
R. Wayne Estopinal, ’79, Jeffersonville
Past President 
Charles E. Green, ’72MAE75EdD82, 
Fort Wayne
Vice President 
Terry R. Coleman, ’84, Fremont
Vice President 
Frederick E. Cox, Jr., ’74, Indianapolis
Vice President 
Douglas W. Reddington, ’78, Indianapolis
Vice President 
Kim Stout, ’82, Granger
Executive Director 
Ed Shipley, ’68MA71, Muncie
Board of Trustee Representatives 
Thomas L. DeWeese, ’68MBA69, Muncie
Hollis E. Hughes, Jr., ’65MA73, South Bend

PROFESSIONAL SOCIETIES
Architecture 
James C. Lake, ’95, Jeffersonville
Miller College of Business 
W. James Ittenbach, ’71, Pendleton
Family and Consumer Sciences 
Jacqueline J. Johnston, ’64MA67, Muncie
Journalism 
Sarah A. Maisto, ’96, Avon
Natural Resources 
John S. Bergman, ’71, Fishers
Nursing 
Kathy I. Hutson, ’80MA82AS92, Daleville
Teachers College 
Philip L. Metcalf, ’70, North Webster

ALUMNI CHAPTERS
Adams-Wells 
Holly R. Mahnensmith, ’92MAE96, Ossian
Indianapolis
Michael L. Shumaker, ’73MAE77, Indianapolis
Michiana 
Vincent J. Von Der Vellen, ’87, Elkhart
Northeastern Indiana 
Michael M. McMillen, ’67, Fort Wayne

CONSITUENT SOCIETIES 
Alumni Ambassadors 
Thomas L. Andrews, ’77, Brownsburg
Black Alumni 
Michael L. Chisley, ’73, Indianapolis
Cardinal Football Alliance 
Ronald N. Duncan, Jr., ’88,  Noblesville

AT-LARGE MEMBERS
James A. Andrew, ’71, Lafayette
John H. Bowles, ’67, Muncie
Julie C. Bradshaw, ’80, Avon
Jennifer J. Budreau, ’84, Fishers
Thomas D. Cochrun, ’68, Cambria, CA
Jerilyn K. Giska, ’84, Lawrenceburg
Richard J. Hall, ’89, Carmel
Kerry L. Hendel, ’96, Cincinnati, OH
Jenell Joiner, ’65, Gary
Larry W. Metzing, ’71, Zionsville
Annette A. Munoz, ’02, Rockville
Edward M. Sitar, III, ’94, Chicago, IL
Robin L. Sparks, ’89, Troy, NY
Stephanie M. Walton, ’92, Lafayette, CO
Lori K. Wean, ’85, Greenfi eld

2008 ALUMNI COUNCIL

Frederick E. Cox, Jr., ’74
vice president

Thomas L. Farris, ’67 
president

John S. Bergman, ’71
Natural Resources 

Terry R. Coleman, ’84  
vice president 

Farris, president 
of T. L. Farris 

and Associates, 
has served as an 
active Alumni 

Council member 
for more than a 
decade, initially 

as a representative 
from the Miller 

College of 
Business.

Coleman 
previously served 

as the Natural 
Resources and 
Environmental 
Management 

representative. 
He is the north 

region supervisor 
for the Indiana 
Department of 

Natural Resources.

A member of the 
Black Alumni 

Constituent Society, 
Cox previously 
served on the 
Council as an 

at-large member. 
He is business 

communications 
manager for 

General Motors in 
Marion.

Bergman is past 
president of the 
NREM Alumni 
Society board of 
directors. He is 

assistant director 
of the Division 
of State Parks 

and Reservoirs 
for the Indiana 
Department of 

Natural Resources.

A past president 
of the Miller 

College of 
Business Alumni 
board, Ittenbach 
is president and 
CEO of Strategic 
Marketing and 

Research in 
Carmel.

W. James 
Ittenbach, ’71
Miller College 

of Business

Th e Ball State 
University Alumni 
Association 
currently serves 
146,454 alumni 
with known 
addresses. Th e 
Alumni Council is 
the Association’s 
governing body. 
Tom Farris, ’67, is 
this year’s president. 
New offi  cers are 
Terry Coleman, 
’84, and Fred 
Cox, ’74. John 
Bergman, ’71, and 
Jim Ittenbach, 
’71, are newly 
appointed Council 
representatives.
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beyond the classroom

10   Ball State Alumnus / March 2008

Ball State, Simon and Schuster, and Booksource present

Electronic 
Author Visits
EAVs provide opportunities 
for children to meet and interact 
with best-selling children’s authors

In 1996 Andrew Clements introduced 
Nicholas Allen, a spirited fi ft h grader 
who invented a new word in his fi rst 

novel, Frindle. Twelve years later, Ball 
State, in partnership with Simon and 
Schuster, Inc., and Th e Booksource, Inc., 
is introducing best-selling authors such 
as Clements to children across North 
America through Electronic Author Visits.

“Kids will always love to read,” Laurie 
Mullen, associate dean for Teacher 
Education, says. “I think that any of us, 
when we meet the person behind a book, 
someone we have an affi  liation with, that 
encourages [us] not only to read more, but 
perhaps to write.”

Th e Electronic Author Visits (EAVs) are 
the fi rst presentations of their kind and 
are designed to allow elementary students 
the opportunity to interact with authors. 
Simon and Schuster approached Ball State 

Photos courtesy, Simon and Schuster

by Katherine Tryon
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beyond the classroom

with the innovative idea because of the 
university’s Electronic Field Trip series.

“Th ey saw what we were capable 
of doing with our Electronic Field 
Trip series, and wondered what it 
might look like if that similar format 
were taken with bringing authors to 
children,” Mullen explains.

Mary McAveney, vice president of 
marketing for Simon and Schuster, 
notes that traditionally, authors 
have traveled to schools and talked 
with students about being an author 
or about their books. She believes 
the EAV venture will enhance that 
experience. 

“[Students] really love to be able to 
meet the authors of the books they 
are reading,” McAveney says. “So, 
obviously, Ball State’s outreach through 
their EFT program was a very nice way 
of making it possible for kids to meet 
[authors] virtually.”

Th e EAVs will be free to schools, 
which Michelle Fadlalla, Simon 
and Schuster director of marketing, 
education, and library, suggests is a 
great benefi t of the series.

“Th is really allows a lot of the schools 
and libraries, regardless of their budget, 
to meet some of these best sellers and 
award winners,” Fadlalla says.

Simon and Schuster’s announcement 
of the EAVs at the American Library 
Association Conference in January 
sparked a great deal of interest 
from other publishers and authors, 
according to Mullen, who says just two 
weeks aft er the announcement nearly 
a hundred schools from the United 
States and two from Canada had signed 
up to participate in the fi rst event.

Th e EAVs will be dispersed 
over the course of the next three 

academic years. Clements, the fi rst 
of at least nine authors, will be on 
campus Monday, March 17 through 
Wednesday, March 19. During his 
visit, he will deliver an interactive 
presentation and be available at 
a book signing for the Muncie 
community. Th e next day, he will 
deliver his presentation again, but it 
will be broadcast live to schools across 
North America that will tune in via 

the Internet or Public Broadcasting. 
Finally, there will be three video 
conferences with four to six schools 
participating in each.

Aft er each EAV, interviews and 
presentations will be repackaged into a
Web presentation, a ‘Webisode,’ similar 
to an Electronic Field Trip, and put on
the EAV Web site, www.bsu.edu/
myvisit/. 

Elementary students are not the 
only ones benefi ting from the EAVs. 
Ball State education students will have 
practical experience through creating 
materials that will coincide with the 
each author’s visit. Teams comprised 
of two Ball State education students 
and a practicing classroom teacher 
will work with each author and Simon 
and Schuster to create lesson plans and 

modules for teachers to implement in 
their classes.  

Mullen gives high praise to the 
additional benefi t for Ball State 
education majors. “Th is is [an 
opportunity] that we are really 
excited about because it does position 
[Ball State] students in authentic 
professional situations, working with 
a very big publishing house and high-
level authors,” she explains. “We are 
preparing them to write high-quality 
curricula, and this allows students a 
real, authentic opportunity to use them.”

Once the materials are written, 
teachers from Muncie-area schools will 
test them in their classrooms and give 
feedback.

“When the modules go up online they 
are not just [lessons] that we’ve written, 
but they are [lessons] that we’ve tested 
out in schools with real kids and real 
teachers. [Th e materials] have been 
refi ned and shaped,” Mullen says.

Mullen believes the EAV program 
provides a competitive means for 
teachers to get the point across to their 
students that reading is important. 
She points out that there are many 
technologies, such as television, video 
games, and computers, that compete for 
children’s attention outside of school, 
and although they can be used for 
educational purposes, nothing replaces 
the basic skills of literacy.

“Kids need to be fl uid in computer 
technology, but the skills needed to be 
successful, no matter how you slice it, 
are still surrounding the literacies of 
reading and writing,” she says. “[Th e 
EAV experience] is just one other way 
to encourage kids to open a book and to 
read it.” ■ 
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“Kids need to be fl uid in 
computer technology, but the 
skills needed to be successful, 
no matter how you slice it, are 
still surrounding the literacies 
of reading and writing. [The EAV 
experience] is just one other way 
to encourage kids to open a book 
and to read it.” 
       —Laurie Mullen

Andrew Clements is the fi rst 
author in the Electronic Author 
Visit series, scheduled for 
Monday through Wednesday, 
March 17-19. Clements’ fi rst 
novel, Frindle, has sold more than 
two-million copies.

D.J. McHale is the second author in 
the Electronic Author Visit series. 
He is scheduled to be on campus, 
Monday through Wednesday, April 
28-30.  Pendragon, his fi rst book 
series, is a number-one New York 
Times best-selling series.
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across
C A MPUS

in other
N E W S

University to grant honorary doctorates to Bell, Ellerbrook
An acclaimed journalist 

and an Indiana business 
executive responsible for 
directing the multi-billion-
dollar Vectren Corporation 
will be recognized with 
honorary degrees from Ball 
State during its annual spring 
commencement exercises, 
Saturday, May 3.

Th e Ball State board of 
trustees has approved granting 
honorary doctorates to former 
ABC network newsman 
Steve Bell and Vectren 
Corporation chairman Niel C. 
Ellerbrook, ’70. 

For 20 years beginning in 
the late 1960s, Bell helped 
bring the news of the world 
into America’s living rooms as 
a national and international 
correspondent for ABC News. 

Among his many 
assignments for the network 
was covering wars in Vietnam 
and Cambodia from 1970 to 
1971 and again as chief Asia 
correspondent based in Hong 
Kong during the period 
1972-73. 

In between the overseas 
tours, he served as ABC’s 
southern correspondent 
and Atlanta bureau chief, 
documenting the continuing 
civil rights struggle of 
African-Americans in 
the Deep South and the 
presidential campaign and 
attempted assassination of 
former Alabama Governor 
George Wallace.

Th e network in 1974 named 
Bell to be its correspondent 
at the White House, where 
he covered the Watergate 
scandal and the resignation 
of former President Richard 
Nixon. Th e following year, he 
was tapped as news anchor 
for the network’s broadcast 
day starters Good Morning 
America and World News Th is 
Morning, positions he retained 
until leaving ABC in 1987.

Aft er a fi ve-year stint as 
news anchor at KYW-TV 
in Philadelphia, PA and 
national correspondent for 
Westinghouse Broadcasting, 
Bell joined the faculty at 

Ball State as the Edmund 
F. and Virginia B. Ball 
endowed chairman of 
telecommunications. He 
retired from active teaching 
last year, but maintains his 
association with the university 
as professor emeritus of 
telecommunications.

Ellerbrook worked for 
the national fi rm Arthur 
Andersen and Co. for ten 
years before joining a small 
local utility company called 
Indiana Energy, where he 
rose steadily through the 
management ranks. He was 
ultimately named president 
and chief operating offi  cer in 
October 1997.

By June of 1999, Ellerbrook 
had steered the company 
toward a merger with 
SIGCORP, the holding 
company for Southern Indiana 
Gas and Electric. Th e resulting 
partnership created what 
is now known as Vectren 
Corporation.

Ellerbrook was named 
chairman of the board and 

chief executive offi  cer of the 
new venture, headquartered 
in Evansville. Although he 
has since relinquished his 
CEO responsibilities, he 
remains the corporation’s 
chairman.

His pending honorary 
degree caps a progression of 
recognitions that Ellerbrook 
has received from Ball State 
since 1995, when he was 
chosen by the Miller College 
of Business for its Award of 
Distinction. 

He was admitted to the 
Business Hall of Fame 
in 1999 and received a 
Distinguished Alumnus 
Award in 2001, for 
outstanding service to the 
university and Alumni 
Association.

Bowen Center awarded 
grant to examine 
local voting facilities

Ball State’s Bowen Center 
for Public Aff airs will assess 
the potential use of vote 
centers in two Indiana 
counties as part of a major 
national initiative to improve 
U.S. elections.

Th e Pew Center on the 
States’ Making Voting Work 
initiative and the JEHT 
Foundation have awarded 
the Bowen Center $202,600 
to weigh the use and 
eff ectiveness of conveniently 
located voting facilities 
piloted in Wayne and 
Tippecanoe counties in 2007. 

Th e assessment will 
examine the impact on voter 
turnout, cost, effi  ciency on 
election day operations, 
and public opinion. A 

Frank 
Bracken, who 
has served 
on Ball State’s 
board of  
trustees since 
1980, has been 
reappointed 
and Matt 
Momper, 
’83, has 
been named 

a new member of Ball 
State’s board of trustees. 
Th e appointments 
were made by Indiana 
Governor Mitch Daniels. 
Momper replaces Gregory 
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Bracken

Momper

Fehribach, ’81MA83, 
whose term expired 
December 31, 2007.

Bracken, Indianapolis, is 
vice president of the board 
of trustees and a member 
of the Ball State University 
Foundation Board of 
Directors. A private 
attorney, he formerly served 
as deputy secretary of the 
U.S. Department of the 
Interior. 

Bracken earned his 
undergraduate degree 
from Carleton College and 
his law degree from the 
University of Michigan.

Momper is president 
of Momper Insulation 
in Fort Wayne. He 
received Ball State’s 
Distinguished Alumnus 
Award, the highest honor 
bestowed by the Alumni 
Association, in 2007. 

He currently serves on 
the boards of directors for 
the Ball State University 
Foundation and the 
Northeastern Indiana Ball 
State Alumni Chapter. 

Momper has a master’s 
degree in business 
administration from 
Drake University.

Governor appoints two Ball State trustee members
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Ball State — Did you know?

fun facts
The statue of Benefi cence, dedicated in 1937, is the last 
commissioned work of Daniel Chester French, best known 
as the sculptor of the Abraham Lincoln statue in the Lincoln 
Memorial in Washington, D.C.

Ball State will observe 
a general smoking ban 
on campus starting 
Monday, March 17, with 
the resumption of classes 
aft er spring break. Plans 
for making Ball State 
largely smoke-free in 2008 
received the enthusiastic 
backing of the university’s 
board of trustees during 
its December 2007 
meeting, when the trustees 
voted their unanimous 
endorsement. 

With the policy in 
force, smoking will be 
prohibited in all buildings 
and outdoor campus 
areas except in designated 
locations. Specifi c university 
apartments, selected by 
the Offi  ce of Housing and 
Residence Life, will be 
exempt.

Anyone who fails to 
comply with the anti-
smoking policy may be 

fi ned $50 per occurrence. 
Fines will be used to fund 
health and wellness programs, 
including smoking cessation.

A University Senate 
proposal making the fi rst 
comprehensive changes to Ball 
State’s Core Curriculum in 
two decades also received the 
board’s assent. 

Th e new Core Curriculum is 
designed to develop students’ 
critical thinking skills needed 
to succeed in the 21st century. 
Th e plan calls for greater 
depth and rigor in written 
and oral communication, 
natural and social sciences, 
and fi ne arts. Traditional 
classroom information will be 
connected to problem-solving 
experiences that transform 
information into judgment.

Consistent with the 
university’s strategic plan, 
the new curriculum calls for 
a capstone experience that 
demonstrates a student’s 

ability to actually 
transform information into 
knowledge, knowledge into 
judgment, and judgment 
into action. 

A new Web-based 
distance education program 
leading to a doctor of 
nursing practice degree also 
was approved.

With the university’s 
housing and dining 
expenditures expected to 
increase by approximately 
3.7 percent next year, 
the board also approved 
changes in undergraduate 
student room and board 
contracts for the 
2008-09 academic year. 

Th e net fi nancial impact 
on in-residence students 
will vary according to 
their respective room and 
board plans, although the 
standard, double-room rate 
will increase from $7,240 to 
$7,598.

General smoking ban, new core curriculum, 
distance ed nursing program meet trustees’ approval

decision is expected in 2009 
about whether to allow other 
counties to adopt vote centers.  

Raymond Scheele, Bowen 
Center co-director and 
political science professor, 
said states are grappling 
increasingly with the problem 
of overcrowded, inconveniently 
located, and poorly designed 
polling places. 

Indiana is one of several 
states experimenting with 
voter centers that replace 
neighborhood precincts and 
allow voters to cast ballots at 
larger, more centralized polling 
facilities. 

Th e voting center assessment 
is the fi rst major project for 
the Bowen Center, which was 
established last year to provide 
training to public offi  cials 
and provide university-based, 
nonpartisan research aimed 
at improving the performance 
and delivery of government 
services. Th e operation honors 
former Indiana Governor Otis 
R. “Doc” Bowen, LLD78, 
for his many years of public 
service benefi ting the residents 
of Indiana.

BSU Police become 
fi rst in state to gain 
accreditation 

Ball State’s commitment 
to improve campus safety 
recently took a major step 
forward when the Department 
of Public Safety received 
accreditation from the 
Commission on Accreditation 
for Law Enforcement Agencies 
(CALEA), based in Fairfax, VA.

Th e department becomes the 
fi rst such unit at a college or 
university in Indiana to receive 
the organization’s national 
stamp of approval. In order 
to receive accreditation, Ball 
State police had to demonstrate 

compliance with more than 
400 CALEA benchmarks. 

CALEA approved Ball 
State’s accreditation during 
its fall conference in 
Colorado Springs, CO. Th e 
commission has accredited 
about 600 police agencies, 
including 47 campus law 
enforcement departments.

Ball State approves 
four charter schools

Ball State has approved 
four new charter schools 
to open in the fall of 
2008: Imagine Schools 
on Broadway in Fort 
Wayne, Imagine Indiana 

Life Sciences Academy-
East in Indianapolis, 
Hoosier Academy-Muncie, 
and Hoosier Academy-
Indianapolis.

Based upon a charter 
school review panel 
recommendation and aft er 
receiving community input at 
each school’s public meeting, 
President Jo Ann M. Gora 
approved the sponsorship of 
the schools.

Imagine Schools on 
Broadway will begin serving 
students in grades K-5 in the 
fall of 2008, with a proposed 
enrollment of 550 students. 
By 2013, the school plans to 
expand its enrollment to 600 
students. 

Imagine Indiana Life 
Sciences Academy-East will 
serve students in grades K-5, 
with a proposed enrollment 
of 575 students. It plans to 
expand to 1,025 students in 
K-8 by 2013. 

Hoosier Academy-
Indianapolis will serve 
students in grades K-10 with 
a proposed enrollment of 400. 
It plans also to expand to 800 
students in grades K-12 
by 2013.

Hoosier Academy-Muncie 
will serve students in grades 
K-10 with proposed 
enrollment of 200 students. 
It plans to expand to 400 
students in grades K-12 
by 2013. 
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