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Richard Heupel is Director of Economic and Community Development for Building 
Better Communities at Ball State University.  He has over 25 years experience 
leading economic development organizations.   
 
Prior to his arrival at Ball State in 2004, he spent 12 years with Hoosier Energy, 
leaving as Manager of Member and Key Accounts, with responsibility for the electric 
utility’s economic development and key accounts.  He also led county and regional 
economic development organizations and foundations based in Portland and 
Merrillville Indiana and Mansfield, Ohio.   
 
He served a President of the Mid America Economic Development Council in 2000 
and the Indiana Economic Development Association in 2005.  Selected past 
affiliations include the boards of directors of the Bloomington Economic 
Development Corporation,  the Indiana Statewide Certified Development Corporation 
and the East Central Indiana Private Industry Council.  He also served on the Dean’s 
Advisory Council for the Valparaiso University College of Business Administration 
and as a member of the Indiana Main Street Council.   
 
He graduated the Economic Development Institute at the University of Oklahoma in 
1989 and earned a Certified Economic Developer designation the same year from 
the International Economic Development Council.   
 
He is a graduate of Indiana University, married 32 years and father of two adult 
daughters.  


