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Assessing Student Learning in General Education covers several case studies of
good practices. The purpose of the book is explained as an outline for educators of
various approaches to education. The evaluation process in education is just as
variable as the methods of teaching. The book covers multiple teaching approaches
and methods of evaluation while covering the challenges that ensue.

The selection of case studies in this book is based on Seymour Papert’s
constructionist learning philosophy. “Papert’s philosophy was used in the context
that those delivering the learning are learning about how to improve student
learning when they evaluate the delivery of their teaching and evaluate the student
learning.” The criteria for choosing good practices come from Astin et al.’s Nine
Principles of Good Practice for Assessing Student Learning (1991) and the 1994
Association of American College publication, Strong Foundations. Each of these
publications has a set of principles that determine good practices that are
highlighted throughout this book.

Each case study in this book covers the following seven main topics areas:

Overview of the Institutional Culture

Overview of the General Education Program

Overview of Assessment of the General Education Program

Examples of Assessment and How Results Are Used

Tips for Implementing the Process

Challenges to Assessing General Education and Strategies to Overcome Them
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