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For the fourth year of the Galveston Field Study course four
first year students and six second year students have been
studying historic fire station rehabilitation. This year's course
was another fine example of the immersive learning experi-
ences available at Ball State University. Professor David Kroll
taught the class and prepared the students for their project
through presentations, past work examples, and a field trip to
three Indianapolis rehabilitated historic fire stations. Profes-
sor Kroll applied his many years of preservation experi-

ence to guide the class through all the necessary steps to
complete the rehabilitation study of the 1903 Star State Fire
Company Station #3.

A number of the students wisely decided to fly into Galves-
ton this spring. Only a brave few got to experience the
profound level of bonding achieved after spending more
than 24 hours in a university van with your classmates. The
Galveston Historical Foundation supplied lodging to all the
students at the stately Menard Mansion. Again, the accom-
modations were wonderful, and this marks the second year
in a row the students managed not to break any of the fine
antigues and period furniture that adorn the house.

The students welcomed the change to be able to sit and
work in a beautifully decorated 19th Century dining room or
on a rocking chair on the front porch. The finest hotels on
the island could not have provided the group with any better
arrangements than what the Menard Mansion provided.

The 2007 Galveston Field Study class during a tour of the Uni-
versity of Texas Medical Branch's “Old Red."

Current photograph of the
Star Siate Fire Company Station #3

The weather for the week shifted day to day from Gulf Coast
sunshine to borderline hurricane conditions. Fortunately, the
students were able to find a number of good days of weather,
and a few even had the chance to work up a nice sunburn. The
first working day of the week, Monday March 10, started out

with thunderstorms and tornado warnings. The class was joined
by Dwayne Jones and Brian Davis of the Galveston Histaorical
Foundation, Lori Field Schwarz and Catherine Tinnemeyer of
the City of Galveston Historic Preservation Commission and
Neighborhood Planning Department. They informed the students
about the project building and discussed the overall preservation
atmosphere on the island. After the weather cleared up, Brian
Davis led the class on a guided tour of the Strand and Downtown
Galveston. During the afternoon the students began three days
of site work at the Star State Fire Company Station #3.

The site work for the 2007 Galveston Field Study proved quite a
challenge, but a rewarding one. The fire station had been used
by the city as part of the water department for a number of years
after it was decommissioned for its original use. The building
has sat dormant for a number of years. after it was decommis-
sioned for its original use.
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Change in Program and Center Leadership

Dr. James Glass, Director of the Graduate Program in Historic
Preservation since 1994 and Director of the Center for Historic
Preservation since 2004, is leaving Ball State to take a new posilion.
Beginning in May, he will become Director of the Division of Historic
Preservation and Archaeology at the Indiana Department of Natural

Resources and Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer for Indiana. Dr.

Glass held the same position in the early 1990s.

Professor Jon Coddington, Chair of the Department of Architecture,
in announcing Dr. Glass's departure on March 26, noted that he
“had worked on behalf of the preservation program to bring it to
national prominence. . . [His] work in establishing the Center for
Historic Preservation and the good works it produces is an important
achievement not just for the department [of Architecture] and the
university, but for the state as well."

Professor Coddington also announced the appointment of Dr. Francis
Parker, Professor of Urban Planning, as interim Director of the Graduate
Program in Historic Preservation, effective May 7. Dr. Parker will serve
as interim director until January, 2008. He is an authority on the history
of railroads in Indiana and has led several efforts to preserve historic
rail structures. In addition, he has been part of efforts to establish

and operate two historic passenger rail lines based in Noblesville and
Connersville, Indiana.
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Dr. Parker has had extensive involvement in the graduate historic preservation
program since it was founded in 1979, serving as chair or member of numerous
M.S. thesis commitiees in preservation and teaching preservation students in his
courses on the history of urban form and the legal aspects of planning practice.
Professor Coddington expects to appoint before the end of the spring semester
an interim Director of the Center for Historic Preservation who will also serve until
January. A national search will be conducted for permanent directors to head the
program and center.

Jim Turner Speaks at Ball State

By Lawrence Turner

The College of Architecture and Planning Guest Lecture Series at Ball State wel-
comed a presentation by historic preservation restorer Jim Turner. The audience of
faculty and students listened to his speech “"One Size Does Not Fit Alit"

In August of 2001 Turner developed his own Detroit-based company, Turner Res-
toration, which addresses the practical application of historic preservation tech-
nigues for commercial and residential adaptive use and restoration. The company
specializes in wood and steel windows restoration as well as project management
and historic tax credit consultation. Prior to that he was the Business and Project
Development Manager for WorkPlace Integrators from 1998 to 2001, the Target
Purchasing Groups Manager for the Wellness Plan from 1993 to 1998, and the
Multi-Vendor Services Manager for Bull Information System from 1990 to 1993.

Turner began his lecture with an informal discussion on the benefits of historic
neighborhoods and the quality of life for its residents. Turner also spoke about
how he first started by fixing homes, attending local preservation group meetings,
volunteering, and serving as board officers. He also emphasized the need for
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Updates from the Center for Historic Preservation

The Center for Historic Preservation has been dili- ‘| T
gently working on completing their projects for the I































