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For the fourth year of the Galveston Field Study course four
first year students and six second year students have been
studying historic fire station rehabilitation. This year's course
was another fine example of the immersive learning experi-
ences available at Ball State University. Professor David Kroll
taught the class and prepared the students for their project
through presentations, past work examples, and a field trip to
three Indianapolis rehabilitated historic fire stations. Profes-
sor Kroll applied his many years of preservation experi-

ence to guide the class through all the necessary steps to
complete the rehabilitation study of the 1903 Star State Fire
Company Station #3.

A number of the students wisely decided to fly into Galves-
ton this spring. Only a brave few got to experience the
profound level of bonding achieved after spending more
than 24 hours in a university van with your classmates. The
Galveston Historical Foundation supplied lodging to all the
students at the stately Menard Mansion. Again, the accom-
modations were wonderful, and this marks the second year
in a row the students managed not to break any of the fine
antigues and period furniture that adorn the house.

The students welcomed the change to be able to sit and
work in a beautifully decorated 19th Century dining room or
on a rocking chair on the front porch. The finest hotels on
the island could not have provided the group with any better
arrangements than what the Menard Mansion provided.

The 2007 Galveston Field Study class during a tour of the Uni-
versity of Texas Medical Branch's “Old Red."

Current photograph of the
Star Siate Fire Company Station #3

The weather for the week shifted day to day from Gulf Coast
sunshine to borderline hurricane conditions. Fortunately, the
students were able to find a number of good days of weather,
and a few even had the chance to work up a nice sunburn. The
first working day of the week, Monday March 10, started out

with thunderstorms and tornado warnings. The class was joined
by Dwayne Jones and Brian Davis of the Galveston Histaorical
Foundation, Lori Field Schwarz and Catherine Tinnemeyer of
the City of Galveston Historic Preservation Commission and
Neighborhood Planning Department. They informed the students
about the project building and discussed the overall preservation
atmosphere on the island. After the weather cleared up, Brian
Davis led the class on a guided tour of the Strand and Downtown
Galveston. During the afternoon the students began three days
of site work at the Star State Fire Company Station #3.

The site work for the 2007 Galveston Field Study proved quite a
challenge, but a rewarding one. The fire station had been used
by the city as part of the water department for a number of years
after it was decommissioned for its original use. The building
has sat dormant for a number of years. after it was decommis-
sioned for its original use.
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Change in Program and Center Leadership

Dr. James Glass, Director of the Graduate Program in Historic
Preservation since 1994 and Director of the Center for Historic
Preservation since 2004, is leaving Ball State to take a new posilion.
Beginning in May, he will become Director of the Division of Historic
Preservation and Archaeology at the Indiana Department of Natural

Resources and Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer for Indiana. Dr.

Glass held the same position in the early 1990s.

Professor Jon Coddington, Chair of the Department of Architecture,
in announcing Dr. Glass's departure on March 26, noted that he
“had worked on behalf of the preservation program to bring it to
national prominence. . . [His] work in establishing the Center for
Historic Preservation and the good works it produces is an important
achievement not just for the department [of Architecture] and the
university, but for the state as well."

Professor Coddington also announced the appointment of Dr. Francis
Parker, Professor of Urban Planning, as interim Director of the Graduate
Program in Historic Preservation, effective May 7. Dr. Parker will serve
as interim director until January, 2008. He is an authority on the history
of railroads in Indiana and has led several efforts to preserve historic
rail structures. In addition, he has been part of efforts to establish

and operate two historic passenger rail lines based in Noblesville and
Connersville, Indiana.
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Dr. Parker has had extensive involvement in the graduate historic preservation
program since it was founded in 1979, serving as chair or member of numerous
M.S. thesis commitiees in preservation and teaching preservation students in his
courses on the history of urban form and the legal aspects of planning practice.
Professor Coddington expects to appoint before the end of the spring semester
an interim Director of the Center for Historic Preservation who will also serve until
January. A national search will be conducted for permanent directors to head the
program and center.

Jim Turner Speaks at Ball State

By Lawrence Turner

The College of Architecture and Planning Guest Lecture Series at Ball State wel-
comed a presentation by historic preservation restorer Jim Turner. The audience of
faculty and students listened to his speech “"One Size Does Not Fit Alit"

In August of 2001 Turner developed his own Detroit-based company, Turner Res-
toration, which addresses the practical application of historic preservation tech-
nigues for commercial and residential adaptive use and restoration. The company
specializes in wood and steel windows restoration as well as project management
and historic tax credit consultation. Prior to that he was the Business and Project
Development Manager for WorkPlace Integrators from 1998 to 2001, the Target
Purchasing Groups Manager for the Wellness Plan from 1993 to 1998, and the
Multi-Vendor Services Manager for Bull Information System from 1990 to 1993.

Turner began his lecture with an informal discussion on the benefits of historic
neighborhoods and the quality of life for its residents. Turner also spoke about
how he first started by fixing homes, attending local preservation group meetings,
volunteering, and serving as board officers. He also emphasized the need for
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Updates from the Center for Historic Preservation

The Center for Historic Preservation has been dili-
gently working on completing their projects for the
year. Senior Project Coordinator Susan Lankford
has generously provided some highlight photos
from the past year.

(Above) The Rush County Courthouse is featured in the
brochure on historic architecture of downtown Rushville, one
of three brochures being prepared for the Heart of

Rushville, Inc.

(Above) The Queen Anne-style house at 711 W. Sth Street in Ander—
son, Indiana. It is one of many buildings featured in three walking
tour brochures being prepared for the City of Anderson on historic
architecture of Anderson.

(Abov Te J. Meyers Barn is one . the bui}dings featured
in the driving brochure on historic architecture of Rush
County, being prepared for the Heart of Rushville, Inc.

(Left) Graduate as-
sistant Brian Bugajski
working at the Center
on a report about a
worker’s neighbor-
hood of Gas City, one
of three reports being
il prepared as part of
il the Gas Boom Heri-

il tage Project. The
sponsors are Min-
netrista, George and
Frances Ball Founda-
tion, Ball State Better
Communities, and
Marion-Grant County
Convention and Visi-
tors Bureau.
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(Above) Graduate assistant Katie Haun gives a presentation on
“The Economic Benefits of Rehabilitation” to building owners in
Wabash on April 17.
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Galveston Trip Continued

A few lucky students completed measured drawings and
conditions assessments for the outside of the property. Other
students were not so lucky and had the dubious task of com-
pleting their work inside the rather deplorable building. A leak-
ing roof and the pigeon residents had made quite a mess of the
building, and work conditions proved less than optimal. But, as
emerging preservation professionals, the students understood
that you don't always get to work in the most superlative envi-
ronment and made the best of the situation.

During the week of March 10th through the 17th, the students
worked hard collecting information from various sources on

the island about the fire station and other rehabilitated fire
stations. The week was not all work, and students found

time to fit in some recreational activities. The weather did not
cooperate enough to allow time too much time on the beach,
but there were opportunities for some students ta get a little
sand in between the toes. Many in the group passed the time
admiring the wonderful Gulf Coast architecture on the island.

A few students took an afternoon to tour the numerous historic
cemeteries. Other activities during the week included a tour of
the tall ship Elissa, the Texas Seaport Museum, and a visit to
the Great Storm Theatre. This year, a special excursion to the
University of Texas Medical Branch was set up by Mike Shriner.
The students enjoyed a walking tour of the University's grounds
and a tour of the original 1890s medical school building known
as "Old Red.”

N 'I|I”11l|; I i |

AL
llq!.||.l_.'!'lll. L

| i : | | Witin
Second year student Katie Molnar enjoying the view from the tub
at the GHF architectural salvage warehouse.

As is par for this trip, and other preservation activities, food and
eating assumed a very important role. The number and variety
of the restaurants on the island made choosing where to eat dif-
ficult. Some of the restaurants the students frequented included
Gaidos, Benno's Cajun Seafood, The Original Mexican Res-
taurant, Fish Tales, and the Sunflower Café. The students also
enjoyed the hospitality of Mike and Beth Shriner, who opened
their house to them for a cookout and cocktail party. The stu-
dents enjoyed a lovely evening conversing with the Shriners
and various members of the Galveston Historical Foundation.
On their final night on the island, the students were treated to

a shrimp boil courtesy of Professor Dave Kroll. Dave supplied
the shrimp, and Brian Davis supplied his accumulated knowl-
edge of Louisiana cooking techniques to make for a sumptuous
evening of food and laughter.

At the end of their week in Galveston, the students compiled
their completed documentation of the building, condition as-
sessments, comparative information on similar projects on the
island, and re-use options into a presentation for the interested
parties in Galveston. Those in attendance included members
ol lhe Galveslon Historical Foundation, the Cily of Galveston

The class while out observing fire station rehabilitation projects in
Indianapolis. (L-R: Prof. Dave Kroll, Matt Farragher, Alan Higgins,
Kimberly Finzel, Kim Robinson, Emily Bechler, Gregg Abell, Vir
ginia Smith, Ross Nelson, Natalie Loukianoff, and Katie Molnar.)

Planning Department, representatives from the Mitchell
Foundation, concerned citizens, and City Councilman Danny
Webber, Sr. The students skillfully presented their findings
and ideas and then took questions on the building from those
in attendance. Some of the ideas that the students presented
for the rehabilitation of the fire station included a fire depart-
ment museum, a restaurant, a fire survival classroom for local
schoolchildren, a residence and studio for a local artist, and a
vocational training center to teach people how to fix up their
historic properties. The students outlined these topics in their
presentation and continued to work on a more in-depth report
after they returned to Muncie.

The students’ week in Galveston praved to be a fantastic
learning experience. The Ball State University MSHP stu-
dents work throughout the state of Indiana during the year
and many relish the opportunity ta travel to anather part of
the country to see how things are done elsewhere. The
students who had the chance to partake in this wonderful
experience would like to thank former GHF Executive Direc-
tor Marsh Davis for initiating the program and current director
Dwayne Jones for continuing it. A sincere thank you is also
extended to the staff of the Galveston Historical Foundation,
the City of Galveston Planning Department, Mike and Beth
Shriner, and all the members of the community of Galveston
that helped to make the experience one that all the students
will treasure. A final thanks go to Josie and Geoff Fox for
their generous scholarships to all of us.
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Jim Turner Lecture Continued

diversity because something that is conducive to one place
may not necessarily be beneficial for another area. Without
this, new development will dissipate because of the inability
to build and maintain new infrastructure. This segued into
his more formal lecture on fitting the specific needs to the
projects.

Turner spoke about the fact that neighborhoods, towns, and
cities are unique. Therefore, the industry cannot afford to

have standardizations in economic revitalization. Also, one
cannot compare developments since each community is dif-
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