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October of 2009 marked the peak of unemployment in the United
States for the current recession at a rate of 10.0 percent, and while
with number has declined, it is still currently hovering around 8
percent. Many cities and states across the country have sought
out ways to boost their local economies. One method that has
been used is to try and find ways to attract college graduates.
Richard Florida in his work, Rise of the Creative Class, states that
college graduates prefer places of diversity and tolerance as they
decide where they want to live after they graduate. His “creativity
index” is a measure of these factors that he thinks are important
to graduates. This study used Richard Florida’s theory on “creative
class” to investigate what motivates Indiana graduates in the places
they choose to live after they earn their undergraduate degrees.

Recent alumni are living closer to home than alumni that
graduated more than ten years ago.
When they do move away from Indiana, alumni are choosing to
live in places that have a higher creativity class index.
Current students who responded to the survey placed economic
issues as the most important factor they are looking for in where
they want to live after graduation.
Family connections and physical geography are the next most
important factors to current students.
Most current students would prefer to remain in Indiana or in
the Midwest.
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Objectives
 Map where Indiana alumni are living after they graduate
 Map where current Ball State students would like to live after
graduation
 Find out what influences where college graduates want to live
after they graduate
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Alumni data was gathered from Indiana University – Southeast,
the University of Evansville, Rose-Hulman Institute of
Technology, and Ball State University and organized based on
where they currently live and their graduation year.
A survey was also sent out to current Ball State students in April
of 2012 asking about the factors they felt were important in the
place where they would prefer to live, their academic year, and
their hometown.
The U.S. Department of Agriculture created their own creative
class index based on Florida’s model to classify counties based on
their creativity index, and this information was grouped and
classified based on five natural breaks in the data and then
mapped accordingly.
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Important Factors for Current BSU Students
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The creativity index of a place may have a higher level of
importance for those who are moving away than it does fir those
who want to stay in Indiana and the Midwest. The results of the
survey could mean that Indiana graduates may be less concerned
with creative class issues and more concerned with economic
factor, family, and physical geography.
This suggests that
graduates are moving away to find places with better economic
opportunities rather than on characteristics of creativity. More
research should be done on the factors Indiana alumni look for
when they are making the decision to move away or remain locally.
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