Preface and Acknowledgements

The Teaching Assistant Development Project Committee was established by then-
Graduate Dean David Wheeler in 1994 to explore ways in which we might prepare the
next generation of college teachers. The committee’s charge was to bring the expertise
and the resources available at Ball State University to students so that they could gain
instruction in teaching techniques for the college classroom. Moreover, the goal was to
provide graduate assistants with the practical experience they need to enhance their
competencies for positions inside the academy or out. Traditions and Innovations:
Teaching at Ball State University was written as an important means for bridging the
sometimes considerable gap that exists between graduate students and their first teaching
assignment. This handbook is intended to be an indispensable guide for beginning college
teachers, but it also contains much information that experienced teachers will find useful
either to remind them of successful techniques or to confirm established practices. We are
pleased to provide the Second Edition of this volume, which includes revised chapters
from the First Edition as well as new chapters addressing up-to-date issues in pedagogy.

The editors are deeply grateful to several colleagues who generously contributed various
forms of support for the First Edition of this handbook. Then-Provost Warren Vander
Hill, then-Associate Provost Beverley Pitts, and then-Graduate Dean David Wheeler
provided the crucial financial support needed to develop this resource, as well as
encouragement, advice, and feedback at various stages of the handbook’s development.
Jean Amman, Assistant to the Provost, offered advice concerning style, tone, and content,
and invaluable help with editing. Marci Gaither and Sonya Smith, Master’s degree
candidates in the Department of Psychological Science, assisted with proofreading of the
First Edition. Others who offered helpful suggestions for improvements to that volume
included Sali Falling, Director of University Compliance, Richard Harris, Director of
Disabled Student Development, Tom Lowe, then-Dean of University College, and Duane
Eddy, then-Executive Assistant to the President for Information Technology. The original
members of the Teaching Assistant Development Project Advisory Committee also
provided invaluable counsel for the preparation of this handbook. These members were:
Gail Bader, John Beekman, Nancy Beforouz, Tracy Cross, David Dixon, Joanne
Edmonds, John Fitzgerald, Robert Habich, Jeffrey Hall, Patricia Keith-Spiegel, Kirby
Koriath, Evelyn Lynch, Bernadette Perham, Phil Repp, Alba Rosenman, Marilyn Ryan,
Christine Shea, Donald VVan Meter, and Jean Wittig.

Preparation of the Second Edition was facilitated by financial support for the Graduate
Student Development Conference, provided by Beverley Pitts, Provost and Vice-
President for Academic Affairs, and Deborah Ware Balogh, Associate Provost and
Graduate Dean. We gratefully acknowledge the assistance of Ryan George, Jacqueline
Hepler, and Matthew Voss, who served as Graduate Assistants in the Graduate School at
the time the Second Edition was being developed. We also thank Julie Parmerlee,
University Communications, who designed the cover and chapter headings for the e-book
and Barb Wills, University Computing Services, who offered expert advise about
technology. Finally, we thank all the contributors to both editions of this handbook.
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universities. The editors and contributors of this handbook wish to gratefully
acknowledge the following individuals and their institutions for generously giving
permission to adapt their materials for inclusion here.

Andrew Ade

Center for Teaching and Learning

The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
Chapel Hill, North Carolina

Marva Barnett

Teaching Resource Center
University of Virginia
Charlottesville, Virginia

Nancy Chism

Center for Teaching Excellence
The Ohio State University
Columbus, Ohio

Lavon Gappa-Levi

Program for Instructional Excellence
The Florida State University
Tallahassee, Florida

Mary Dean Sorcinelli
Center for Teaching
University of Massachusetts
Ambherst, Massachusetts

Delivee L. Wright

Teaching and Learning Center
University of Nebraska-Lincoln
Lincoln, Nebraska

--Deborah Ware Balogh and Mary E. Kite, Editors



