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Education 
VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY, Nashville, Tennessee, September 1975-December 1985. 
  Ph.D. in History, December 1985.  Dissertation: "On the Cutting Edge: A History of the 
  Highlander Folk School, 1932-1962."  Dewey W. Grantham, director. 
 M.A. in History, May 1977.  Thesis: "A 'Most Peculiar' Idea:  The Secularization of American       
 Conscientious Objection and the Selective Training and Service Act of 1940." Henry Lee 
  Swint, director. 
 
WITTENBERG UNIVERSITY, Springfield, Ohio, September 1971-June 1975. 
  B.A. cum laude.  Dual Major: History & Business Administration. 
 
Experience 
BALL STATE UNIVERSITY, Muncie, Indiana, September 1986-present. 
  Professor, Department of History. Promoted June 1989, May 1993. 
  Courses taught: undergraduate and graduate courses on the History of the New South; United 
  States History, 1914-1945; United States History, 1945 to the Present; undergraduate courses 
  on United States History, 1828-1900, United States History, 1900 to the Present, and United 
  States History, 1877 to the Present; graduate Research Seminar in United States History; 
  graduate Seminar in Modern Historiography; graduate Seminar on United States History Since 
  1877; and Honors College course on "Industrialization and Social Change in Modern America: 
  A Regional Approach." 
 
TEXAS LUTHERAN COLLEGE, Seguin, Texas, August 1985-May 1986. 
  Adjunct Professor, Department of History.  Courses taught: United States History to 1877;  
  United States History, 1877 to Present; History of the American Indian in the United 
  States. 
 
SOUTHWEST TEXAS STATE UNIVERSITY, San Marcos, Texas, August 1982-May 1986. 
  Instructor/Assistant Professor, Department of History.  Promoted June 1984.  Courses taught: 
  History of the United States to 1877; History of the United States, 1877 to Date; History of the 
  United States since 1945. 
 
VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY, September 1975-August 1982. 
 Research Assistant to Dewey W. Grantham.  Work included research, editing, and related    
tasks for Southern Progressivism: The Reconciliation of Progress and Tradition (1983), and for 
a project on the Tennessee Valley Authority. 

  Teaching Fellow, United States History; head teaching fellow during the academic years 1978- 
  1979 and 1979-1980. 
  Administrative Assistant, Vanderbilt University Archives and Special Collections, Joint 
  University Libraries.  Responsibilities included some processing of archival material and 



  providing service to researchers and visitors. 
  Research Fellow, Vanderbilt University Centennial History.  Duties involved archival research, 
  writing, editing, and proofreading for a projected three-volume history of the university; this 
  project later resulted in the publication of Gone with the Ivy:  A Biography of Vanderbilt 
  University (1985), by Paul K. Conkin. 
 
Publications 
Books 
Highlander: No Ordinary School, 1932-1962.  Lexington: University Press of Kentucky, 1988; 
  2nd ed., Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 1996. 
The War on Poverty in Appalachia.  Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, forthcoming. 
The Nationalization of Indiana: Since 1945.  Volume VI of The History of Indiana series. 
  Indianapolis: Indiana Historical Society, forthcoming. 
 
Articles 
“Highlander Folk School,” Encyclopedia of African American History, forthcoming. 
“Myles Horton and the Highlander Idea: A Different Kind of Education,” in Tennessee: State of 
  the Nation, 5th ed. (Belmont, CA: Thomson, 2006), 227-35. 
“Highlander," in Poverty in the United States: An Encyclopedia of History, Politics, and Policy  
 (Santa Barbara, CA: ABC Clio, 2004), I: 364-66. 
(with others) “Indiana Archives: African American History,”  Indiana Magazine of History 100 
 (December 2004): 321-45. 
“Highlander Folk School,” in Encyclopedia of the Great Depression (New York: Macmillan 
  Reference USA, 2004), I: 418-19. 
(with others) "Indiana Archives: Before Statehood," Indiana Magazine of History 99 (September 
  2003): 263-79. 
(with others) "Indiana Archives: Sports History," Indiana Magazine of History 98 (September 
  2002): 226-35. 
(with others) "Indiana Archives: Oral History Collections," Indiana Magazine of History 97 
   (September 2001): 218-38. 
(with others) "Indiana Archives: Archival Holdings in Western Indiana," Indiana Magazine of 
  History 96 (September 2000): 286-99. 
"Addressing Social Studies Licensure Standards through an Internet Kiosk Framework," Indiana 
  Council for History Education Newsletter 2 (Fall 1999): 2. 
(with others) "Indiana Archives: Archival Holdings in Eastern Indiana," Indiana Magazine of 
  History 95 (September 1999): 284-301. 
(with others) "Indiana Archives: Archival Holdings in Southern Indiana," Indiana Magazine of 
  History 94 (September 1998): 240-59. 
"Highlander Folk School," "Highlander Research and Education Center," "Myles Falls Horton," 
  and "Zilphia Horton," Tennessee Encyclopedia of History & Culture (Nashville: Tennessee 
  Historical Society, 1998). 
(with others) "Indiana Archives: Archival Holdings in Northern Indiana," Indiana Magazine of 
  History 93 (September 1997): 271-79. 
(with others) "Indiana Archives: Indiana in the Civil War Era," Indiana Magazine of History 92 
  (September 1996): 254-73. 
(with others) "Indiana Archives: Indiana Since 1945," IndianaMagazine of History 91 (Septem- 
  ber 1995): 326-42. 
"The War on Poverty in Appalachia: Oral History from the 'Top-Down' and the 'Bottom-Up,'" 
  Oral History Review 22 (Summer 1995): 67-93. 
"Like a Flower Slowly Blooming: Highlander and the Nurturing of an Appalachian Movement," 
  in Fighting Back in Appalachia: Traditions of Resistance and Change (Philadelphia: Temple 



  University Press, 1993), 31-55. 
"War on Poverty" and "Council of the Southern Mountains," The Kentucky Encyclopedia 
   (Lexington: University Press of Kentucky, 1992). 
"Poor Must Be Enlisted in a War on Poverty," Lexington (KY) Herald-Leader, February 3, 1991. 
"The War on Poverty in Appalachia--A Preliminary Report," Register of the Kentucky Historical 
  Society 87 (Winter 1989): 40-57. 
"The Many Faces of Adult Education," History of Education Quarterly 29 (Fall 1989): 475-78. 
"The Council [of the Southern Mountains] and the War [on Poverty]," Now and Then 5 (Fall 
  1988): 4-11. 
"The Highlander Folk School: Fostering Individual Growth and Social Change," Chronicle of  
   Higher Education, June 15, 1988, p. B5; reprinted in Highlander Research and Education 
   Center: An Approach to Education Presented Through a Collection of Writings (New Market, 
   TN: Highlander Research and Education Center, 1989). 
"Getting Started: Assessment at Ball State University," OAH Council of Chairs Newsletter, June 
   1988, pp. 6-9. 
"The Burdens of Success: Highlander, 1962-1982," Border States, no. 6 (1987): 79-89. 
"The Making of a Southern Radical: Myles Horton and the Establishment of the Highlander Folk 
  School," Southern Historian 7 (Spring 1986): 5-22. 
(with others) "History for a Change: Why We Do What We Do," Southern Exposure 12 (Novem- 
  ber/December 1984): 88-95, 98-108. 
"Secular Conscientious Objection in the United States: The Selective Service Act of 1940," 
  Peace and Change 9 (Spring 1983): 55-71. 
"Existentialism, Radical Historianship, and Staughton Lynd," Wittenberg History Journal 8 
  (Spring1975): 1-22. 
 
Reviews 
Website, Doris Ulmann Photograph Collection (2010), Journal of American History, forthcoming. 
Dale Jacobs, ed., The Myles Horton Reader: Education for Social Change (2003), History of 
  Education Quarterly 46 (Spring 2006): 147-49. 
Richard A. Straw and H. Tyler Blethen, eds., High Mountains Rising: Appalachia in Time and 
  Place (2004), Journal of Southern History 71 (August 2005): 716-17. 
Ralph D. Gray, IUPUI: The Making of an Urban University (2003), H-Indiana, H-Net Humani- 
  ties & Social Sciences On-Line, July 2004. URL: http://www.h-net.org/reviews/showrev.cgi? 
  path=292331093956724. 
Ron Miller, Free Schools, Free People: Education and Democracy After the 1960s (2002), 
  American Historical Review 109 (February 2004): 217-18. 
John Alexander Williams, Appalachia: A History (2002), Ohio Valley History 3 (Fall 2003): 77- 
  78. 
William L. O'Neill, The New Left: A History (2001), Historian 65 (Fall 2003): 1196-97. 
Chad Berry, Southern Migrants, Northern Exiles (2000), West Virginia History 59 (2001-2003): 
  153-55. 
Elizabeth Yakel, Starting an Archives (1994), Journal of the West 41 (Fall 2002): 99. 
Robert S. Weise, Grasping at Independence: Debt, Male Authority, and Mineral Rights in 
  Appalachian Kentucky, 1850-1915 (2001), Filson History Quarterly 76 (Summer 2002): 339- 
  42. 
William H. Cobb, Radical Education in the Rural South: Commonwealth College, 1922-1940 
  (2000), Journal of American History 88 (June 2001): 246. 
Otis R. Bowen, Doc: Memories from a Life in Public Service (2000),H-Indiana, H-Net Humani- 
  ties & Social Services On-Line, on-line February 2001. 
Tracy Campbell, Short of the Glory: The Fall and Redemption of Edward F. Prichard Jr. (1998), 
  Journal of Appalachian Studies 5 (Fall 1999): 279-81. 



Lowell H. Harrison and James C. Klotter, A New History of Kentucky (1997), Indiana Magazine 
  of History 94 (December 1998): 362-63. 
Jess Stoddart, The Quare Women's Journals: May Stone & Katherine Pettit's Summers in the 
  Kentucky Mountains and the Founding of the Hindman Settlement School (1997), Georgia 
  Historical Quarterly 82 (Summer 1998): 451-52. 
David C. Hsiung, Two Worlds in the Tennessee Mountains: Exploring the Origins of Appala 
  chian Stereotypes (1997), Journal of American History 85 (June 1998): 223-24. 
W. Fitzhugh Brundage, A Socialist Utopia in the New South: The Ruskin Colonies in Tennessee 
  and Georgia, 1894-1901 (1996), Journal of American History 84 (September 1997): 690-91. 
Wilma A. Dunaway, The First American Frontier: Transition to Capitalism in Southern Appala- 
  chia, 1700-1860 (1996), American Historical Review 102 (April 1997): 516. 
Mary Ann Hinsdale, Helen M. Lewis, and S. Maxine Waller, It Comes from the People: Commu 
  nity Development and Local Theology (1995), Journal of Appalachian Studies 2 (Fall 1996): 
  364-67. 
Jeanette Keith, Country People in the New South: Tennessee's Upper Cumberland (1995), 
NorthCarolina Historical Review 73 (April 1996): 250-51. 
David L. Chappell, Inside Agitators: White Southerners in the Civil Rights Movement (1994), 
  American Historical Review 100 (December 1995): 1724-25. 
Robert J. Higgs, Ambrose N. Manning, and Jim Wayne Miller, eds., Appalachia Inside Out: A 
  Sequel to Voices from the Hills (1995), Register of the Kentucky Historical Society 93 (Au 
  tumn 1995): 466-67. 
John Bartlow Martin, Indiana: An Interpretation (1947, 1992), Indiana Magazine of History 91 
  (March 1995): 131. 
H. Lee Scamehorn, Mills & Mine: The CF&I in the Twentieth Century (1992), Journal of the 
  West 24 (January 1995): 96. 
Allen W. Batteau, The Invention of Appalachia (1990), Tennessee Historical Quarterly 53 
  (Winter 1994): 290-91. 
Frank T. Adams, James A. Dombrowski: An American Heretic, 1897-1983 (1992), American 
  Historical Review 98 (October 1993): 1332. 
Michael Bradshaw, The Appalachian Regional Commission: Twenty-Five Years of Government 
  Policy (1992), Register of the Kentucky Historical Society 91 (Spring 1993): 212-13. 
Crandall A. Shifflett, Coal Towns: Life, Work, and Culture in Company Towns of Southern 
  Appalachia, 1880-1960 (1991), Journal of American History 79 (June 1992): 190-91. 
Robert F. Martin, Howard Kester and the Struggle for Social Justice in the South, 1904-77 
  (1991), Georgia Historical Quarterly 76 (Spring 1992): 208-9. 
Richard J. Altenbaugh, Education for Struggle: The American Labor Colleges of the 1920s 
  (1990), American Studies 33 (Spring 1992): 134. 
Aimee I. Horton, The Highlander Folk School: A History of Its Major Programs, 1932-1961 
  (1989), Journal of Southern History 57 (August 1991): 540-41. 
Michael Owen Jones, Craftsman of the Cumberlands: Tradition & Creativity (1989), Filson Club  
  History Quarterly 65 (January 1991): 93-95. 
I.A. Newby, Plain Folk in the New South: Social Change and Cultural Persistence, 1880-1915 
  (1989), American Historical Review 95 (December 1990): 1636-37. 
Curtis W. Wood and H. Tyler Blethen, A Mountain Heritage: The Illustrated History of Western 
  Carolina University (1989), Georgia Historical Quarterly 74 (Summer 1990): 339-41. 
Jo Carson, Stories I Ain't Told Nobody Yet: Selections from the People Pieces (1989), 
  Appalachian Heritage 17 (Fall 1989): 71-72. 
Edward H. Beardsley, A History of Neglect: Health Care for Blacks and Mill Workers in the 
  Twentieth-Century South (1987), Oral History Review 16 (Fall 1988): 145-47. 
Gibbs Kinderman, Voices from the Sixties, four-part radio documentary funded by the Humani 
  ties Foundation of West Virginia (1987), Appalachian Journal 15 (Summer 1988): 407-10. 



Sarah Newman Shouse, Hillbilly Realist: Herman Clarence Nixon of  Possum Trot (1986), 
  Journal of Southern History 53 (November 1987): 686-87. 
Patricia D. Beaver, Rural Community in the Appalachian South (1986), Appalachian Journal 14 
  (Spring 1987): 274-76. 
Steven F. Lawson, In Pursuit of Power: Southern Blacks and Electoral Politics, 1965-1982 
  (1985),  Southern Historian 7 (Spring 1986): 87-88. 
Hollinger F. Barnard, ed., Outside the Magic Circle: The Autobiography of Virginia Foster Durr 
  (1985), Southern Historian 7 (Spring 1986): 84-85. 
John M. Blum, The Progressive Presidents: Roosevelt, Wilson, Roosevelt, Johnson (1980), 
  Nashville Tennessean, June 8, 1980. 
 
Presentations 
Panelist, “Social Studies Education Journals: Editors, Authors, and Readers Forum,” 90th 
   Annual Conference, National Council for the Social Studies, November 2010. 
Panelist, “Learning About and Writing for Journals in the Social Studies,” 89th Annual 
Conference, National Council for the Social Studies, November 2009. 
Keynote speech, “Highlander,” Adult, Community, and Higher Education departmental retreat, 
  Ball State University, September 2008. 
Roundtable discussant, “The War on Poverty in Kentucky,” co-sponsored by the Center for 
  Kentucky History and Politics and the Center for Appalachian Studies, Eastern Kentucky 
  University, April 2005. 
Comment, “Local Black Communities and Their Role in Establishing Indiana’s Black Voice 
  During the Civil Rights Movement,” Indiana Association of Historians Annual Meeting, 
  February 2004. 
Chair and Comment, “Philanthropy, Charity, and Community,” Great Lakes American Studies 
  Association, March 2001. 
Paper, "Documenting Recent Midwestern History: An Indiana Experience," 25th Annual Fall 
  Meeting, Midwest Archives Conference, October 1997. 
Convener, "Regional Rivers and Environmental Struggles," 19th Annual Appalachian Studies 
  Conference, March 1996. 
Comment, "Indiana in the 1990s: Local Case Studies of National Historical Developments," 16th 
  Annual Meeting, Indiana Association of Historians, March 1996. 
Paper, "Studying Recent American History: Or, The Hazards and Benefits of Writing About 
  People Who Are Not Safely Dead," Cynthia F. Behrman Colloquium Series, Wittenberg 
  University, May 1995. 
Paper, "Thirty Years of the War on Poverty: A Historical Perspective and Future Direction," 
  National Association of Community Action Agencies Annual Conference, September 1994. 
Paper, "Women's Voices that Changed Lives: The Autobiography of Eleanor Roosevelt," book 
  discussion series sponsored by the Indiana Humanities Council, Anderson (IN) Public Library,  
  March 1994. 
Paper, "Art and the WPA [Works Progress Administration]," Ball State University Museum of   
  Art, October 1993. 
Comment, "American Critiques of Industrial Capitalism," 71st Annual Meeting, Southwestern 
  Social Science Association, March 1993. 
Paper, "The War on Poverty in Appalachia: Views from the 'Top-Down' and the 'Bottom-Up,'" 
  Oral History Association Annual Meeting, October 1992. 
Comment, "Class, Ethnicity, and Gender in the Appalachian Labor Process," Seventh Annual 
  Ohio Valley History Conference, October 1991. 
Paper, "Highlander, Social Movements, and Appalachian Protest," 87th Annual Meeting, 
  American Political Science Association, September 1991. 
Paper, "A Relationship, Not a Thing: Regionalism and the Study of Modern American History," 



  11th Annual Meeting, Indiana Association of Historians, March 1991. 
Paper, "What We Can Learn from the War on Poverty," Friends of OEO [Office of Economic 
  Opportunity] annual roundtable, Washington, D.C., January 1991. 
Presentation, "Remembering Myles Horton," Southern Festival of Books, Nashville, TN, 
  October 1990. 
Panelist, "Gender Roles in an Academic Culture," Ball State University, March 1990. 
Convenor, "Educational Outreach and Inquiry," 1990 Appalachian Studies Conference, March 
  1990. 
Keynote Speech, "Commemoration and Understanding: KCEOC and the War on Poverty," 25th 
  Anniversary Celebration, Kentucky Communities Economic Opportunity Council, 
  Barbourville, KY, December 1989. 
Paper, "The War on Poverty in Appalachia--A Preliminary Report," Fourth Annual Ohio Valley 
  History Conference, October 1988. 
Paper, "The Appalachian Region," international educators conference on American Studies 
  sponsored by the United States Information Agency and the Academy for Educational    
  Development, Ball State University, October 1988. 
Introduction to The Way We Were, LaFollette Film Forum, Ball State University, July 1987. 
Paper, "The Burdens of Success: Highlander, 1962-1982," 30th Annual Meeting, American 
  Studies Association, Kentucky-Tennessee Chapter, March 1985. 
Moderator, "Highlander in Retrospect: A Multi-Media Approach," Oral History Association 
  Annual Meeting, September 1984. 
Paper, "The Development of Secular Conscientious Objection in the United States and the 
  Selective Service Act of 1940," Vanderbilt University History Department seminar series, 
  December 1977. 
 
Research Grants and Fellowships 
Title II Teacher Quality Enhancement Grant, awarded by the Teachers College, Ball State 
  University, April 2002. 
Everett Helm (formerly Ball Brothers Foundation) Visiting Fellowship, awarded by The Lilly 
  Library, Indiana University-Bloomington, May 1994. 
Indiana Historical Society, research grant for The Nationalization of Indiana: Since 1945, 
  January 1993. 
Ball State University, Summer Faculty Research Grant, February 1992. 
Ball State University, Incorporating Multicultural and Global Studies into the Undergraduate 
  Curriculum. Provost's Initiative Grant, February 1992 [declined grant after receiving 
  Summer Faculty Research Grant]. 
Kentucky Oral History Commission, Project Grant, June 1990-June 1992. 
Ball State University, Distance Teaching Grant, May 1990. 
American Council of Learned Societies, Grant-in-Aid, April 1989. 
Ball State University, Summer Faculty Research Grant, February 1989. 
National Endowment for the Humanities, Fellowship for College Teachers & Independent 
  Scholars, December 1988; award supported research during 1989-1990 academic year. 
Ball State University, Supplemental Travel Grant, November 1987. 
Lyndon Baines Johnson Foundation, Research Grant, October 1987. 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, Appalachian Studies Fellowship, April 1987. 
Ball State University, New Faculty Research Grant, March 1987. 
 
Awards 
Recipient of the Richard H. Collins Award, presented annually by the Kentucky Historical 
  Society for the best article appearing during 1989 in the Register of the Kentucky Historical 
  Society, May 1990. 



Nominated for the Outstanding Junior Faculty Award by the Department of History and the 
  College of Sciences and Humanities, Ball State University, February 1989. 
Recipient of the 1986 Appalachian Award, presented annually by the University Press of 
  Kentucky for the best original book manuscript about the region. 
Recipient of the 1986 Kenneth R. Wesson Award, presented annually by the Southern Historian 
  for the best article published in the journal that year. 
Nominated for the 1985 Presidential Award for Excellence in Teaching by the Department of 
  History and the School of Liberal Arts, Southwest Texas State University, March 1985. 
Recipient of Ethel Mae Wilson dissertation improvement awards, Vanderbilt University, 1979, 
  1980. 
Phi Alpha Theta (History honorary). 
Tau Pi Phi (Business Administration honorary). 
 
Professional Organizations 
America Historical Association; Appalachian Studies Association; Indiana Association of 
Historians; Indiana Council for History Education; National Council for History Education; 
Organization of American Historians; Southern Historical Association. 
 
Service 
Editor, International Journal of Social Education, August 2006-present. 
Co-director, The Indiana Legislative Biography Project, co-sponsored by the Departments of 
  History and Political Science and the Bowen Center for Public Affairs, Ball State University, 
  August 2008-December 2008. 
Consultant, Cartus Global Performance Solutions, assisting corporate executives and their 
  families moving internationally via cross-cultural training workshops, January 2007-January 
   2008. 
Consultant, The Martin Luther King, Jr., Papers Project, 2002-2003. 
Member, Executive Committee, Indiana Association of Historians, 1992-1994, 1999-present. 
General Editor, Indiana Archives section, Indiana Magazine of History, 1995-present. 
Faculty Consultant, Advanced Placement U.S. History Examination, Educational Testing 
  Service,  1988-90, 1992-1997; Table Leader, 1998-present; Examination Leader, 2004-
present; 
  Teacher Training Workshop Consultant,  2001-present. 
Member, Task Force on Teacher Education Reform, College of Sciences and Humanities, Ball 
  State University, 1999-2007. 
Director of Special Academic Projects, Department of History, Ball State University, July 2000- 
  July 2002. 
Member, Program Committee, Indiana Association of Historians, 1991-1993, 2000-2002; Chair 
  of  Program Committee for 1993 annual meeting. 
President, Indiana Association of Historians, 2000-2001. 
Director of the M.A. Program in History, Department of History, Ball State University, July 
  1999-August 2000. 
Member, Membership Committee, Southern Historical Association, 1996-1997, 1999-2000. 
Vice President, Indiana Association of Historians, 1999-2000. 
Member, Editorial Advisory Committee, Indiana Magazine of History, 1993-1998. 
Member, Special Events & Publicity Committee, Organization of American Historians, 1996- 
  1998. 
Member, H.L. Mitchell Book Award Committee, Southern Historical Association, 1996-1998. 
Member, Steering Committee, Appalachian Studies Association, 1994-1996. 
Co-Director, "The War on Poverty in Appalachian Kentucky: An Oral History," project funded 
  by the Kentucky Oral History Commission, 1990-1992. 



Member, Academic Policies Council, Ball State University, 1988-1989. 
Committee member, LaFollette Film Forum Series, Ball State University, 1988-1989. 
Faculty Advisor, Phi Alpha Theta chapter, Ball State University, 1987-1989. 
Participant, CICS Faculty Development Video Workshop, Ball State University, June 1987. 
Member, University-wide Alcohol Awareness Committee, Southwest Texas State University, 
  1983-1984. 
Member, Vanderbilt University Central Library Advisory Committee, 1981-1982. 
President, Graduate History Student Association, Vanderbilt University, 1977-1979. 
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