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Wonders of the Winter Sky
January 24, 25, 31 & February 1, 2014 – 7:00 & 8:00 PM

This live show will take you on a tour of the winter sky. Learn how to find your
way around the night sky and discover fascinating stellar objects along the way.
We will end with a trip to the north pole to see and learn about the northern lights.

The Search for Another Earth
February 14, 15, 21, & 22 – 7:00 & 8:00 PM

We now know of hundreds of planets orbiting nearby stars. Many of these planets
are unlike anything we expected to find. Astronomers are on the verge of
discovering planets like Earth. Come and learn how these discoveries are made and
how we can search for life on these new worlds.

The Rings of Saturn and Beyond
March 21, 22, 28, & 29 – 7:00 & 8:00 PM

Saturn’s rings are one of the most beautiful sights in the solar system. Astronomers
have known about these rings for over 400 years, yet they still present many
questions. During this show, we will discuss the mysterious features seen by the
spacecraft that have explored Saturn and beyond.

A 46-Year Cosmic Voyage from a Special Star
April 11, 12, 18, 19, 25, & 26 – 7:00 & 8:00 PM

Near the Big Dipper in the northern sky there is a star that, to the eye,
appears faint and unremarkable. But it is special in a couple of ways. It
is so far away that light from this star must travel for many years to
reach the earth. The light we see tonight left that star in 1967. This is the
same year the Ball State University Planetarium opened its doors and
began its operation. While light we see today from that star was
traveling toward the earth the first humans landed on the Moon, black
holes were found, robotic rovers drove on Mars, and the existence of
mysterious dark energy and dark matter was discovered. These events
and many more were the subject of Ball State University Planetarium
programs that educated children and nurtured the curiosity of its
audiences. After 46 years of operation and 400,000 visitors this
planetarium will cease regular operation in April of 2014. This final
program celebrates the awe and inspiration this facility has given to so
many people in our community. The new Charles W. Brown
Planetarium will open in the fall of 2014. By the way, that star is special
in another way; it has two planets. Something no one would have
guessed in 1967!
The Planetarium shows are free of charge. NO tickets or reservations are required, but seating is limited. No one will be admitted after the program begins.
Children 12 years and under should be accompanied by an adult. The programs are approximately 45 minutes long. Please e-mail planetarium@bsu.edu or call
(765) 285-8963 if you have any questions.

www.bsu.edu/Planetarium

