
Position/title    Description Training Grad school
requirements 

Licensure 
requirements 

Job prospects Salary range 

Clinical Psychologist Work with individuals with psychological 
disturbance.  Perform testing, therapy, 
research, supervision, and administration. 

Ph.D. 
Psy.D. 

Ph.D.—highly 
competitive (~1/10) 
Need BA or BS in 
Psych, good GRE 
scores, and research 
experience 
Psy.D.—less 
competitive (~1/3) 
M.A.—less competitive 
(~1/3) 

Doctoral 
degree, 1-year 
internship, 
licensure 
exams, and 
2000 hours 
post-doctoral 
internship. 

Fair to good—High 
graduation rates at 
Psy.D. programs have 
flooded the markets to 
some extend 

$35-85,000 

Counseling 
Psychologist 

Work with normal or moderately impaired 
clients.  Focus on counseling, teaching, 
research, and administration. 

Ph.D.  Ph.D.—highly
competitive (~1/9) 
Need BA or BS in 
related field, good GRE 
scores, and applied 
experience 

Doctoral 
degree, 1-year 
internship, 
licensure 
exams, and 
2000 hours 
post-doctoral 
internship. 

Fair to good—High 
graduation rates at 
Psy.D. programs have 
flooded the markets to 
some extend 

$35-75,000 

Psychotherapist Provides counseling or therapy to normal or 
moderately impaired clients. 

B.A. 
M.A. 
M.S.W. 

M.A./MSW—less 
competitive (~1/3), 
open to persons with 
varied backgrounds 

Master’s 
degree, 
licensure 
exams, and 1-2 
years post 
degree 
experience 

Good to excellent—
growing need in 
community mental 
health  

$25-$55,000 

Community 
Psychologist 

Develops and runs programs for 
rehabilitation, guidance, and mental health 
in community settings 

M.A. 
M.S.W. 
Ph.D. 

M.A./MSW—less 
competitive (~1/3), 
open to persons with 
varied backgrounds 
Ph.D.—moderately 
competitive (~1/4) 

Licensure 
requirements 
depend upon 
specific duties 

Good—growing focus 
on community 
intervention and 
prevention 

$25-$55,000 

Research Psychologist Works for a university, private industry, or 
government developing and performing 
research programs 

M.A. 
M.S. 
Ph.D. 

M.A/M.S.—less 
competitive (~1/3) 

Licensure 
typically not 
required 

Good—steady 
employment in 
government and 
industry 

$40-75,000 

Health or Medical 
Psychologists 

Work in research or medical settings to 
assess the relationship between 
psychological factors and physical health. 

Ph.D.  Ph.D.—highly
competitive (~1/10) 
Need BA or BS in 
Psych or health science, 
good GRE scores, and 
some experience 
 

Doctoral 
degree, 1-year 
internship, 
licensure 
exams, and 
2000 hours 
post-doctoral 
internship. 

Excellent—increased 
employment in 
hospitals, insurance, 
and private industry   

$40-90,000 



 
Forensic Psychologist Work in criminal justice, prisons, and legal 

settings 
Ph.D. 
Psy.D. 

Ph.D.—highly competitive 
(~1/10) 
Need BA or BS in Psych or 
criminal  justice, good GRE 
scores, and research 
experience 
 

Doctoral 
degree, 1-year 
internship, 
licensure 
exams, and 
2000 hours 
post-doctoral 
internship 

Good—steady 
employment in the 
prison system 

$50-120,000 

I/O Psychologist Work in private industry and government 
assessing workplace functioning and 
developing organizational interventions 
(e.g. round robin survey, executive 
coaching, restructuring, etc.) 

M.A. 
Ph.D. 

M.A.—less competitive 
Ph.D.—highly competitive 
(~1/10) 
Need degree in business or 
social psych, good GRE 
scores, and some workplace 
experience 
 

No licensure 
required 

Excellent—growing 
job prospects in 
private industry and 
consulting 

$50-150,000 

School Psychologist Work within the educational system to 
increase the intellectual, social, and 
emotional development of children.  May 
perform assessment, evaluate special 
programs, consult with teachers and parents, 
or help students with adjustment issues. 

M.A. 
Ed.D. 

M.A.—less competitive 
Ed.D.—more competitive 
(~1/6) 
Need degree in education or 
counseling psych, good GRE 
scores, and some experience in 
the school system 
 

Certification 
requirements 
vary by state 
but may 
include 
licensure exam 
and internship. 

Good—steady 
employment in 
school sector 

$40-80,000 

Social Worker Provides case management and 
administrative services to a select 
population.  Can provide either therapy type 
services (clinical social work) or 
administrative services. 

MSW MSW—less competive (~1/3)  
open to various majors 

Master’s 
degree, 
licensure 
exams, and 1-2 
years 
experience 

Excellent—
continuing need in 
community mental 
health and 
government sectors 

$35-$55,000 

Sport Psychologist Provides assessment, interventions and 
training programs for professional and 
school athletes 

Ph.D. 
Psy.D. 
Ed.D. 

Post doctoral certification 
courses are not competitive at 
all 

Post doctoral 
training, 
practicum, and 
licensure exam 

Fair to good—
continued need for 
consulting in colleges 
and univeristies  

$50-100,000 

Psychometrician Provides assessments, interprets test results, 
writes test reports, makes diagnoses, and 
formulates treatment recommendations for 
moderately to severely impaired client 
population. 

Ph.D. 
Psy.D. 
Ed.D. 

Ph.D.—highly competitive 
(~1/10) 
Need BA or BS in Psych, 
good GRE scores, and 
research experience 
Psy.D.—less competitive 
(~1/3) 
Ed.D.—moderately 
competitive (~1/6) 

Doctoral 
degree, 1-year 
internship, 
licensure 
exams, and 
2000 hours 
post-doctoral 
internship. 

Good—
Psychological 
examiners are 
employed with 
government, military, 
private industry, 
hospitals, and schools 

$60-120,000 

 
 


