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Name: Sarah Weck
Hometown: Lexington, KY
Degree/Major, Year: Elementary and Special Education, 2012
Current Position: AM kindergarten teacher/PM special education teacher
Career Goals: To be an inspiring teacher!

One of the aspects that drew me to Ball State was the clear opportunity for immersive learning. You could have the greatest professors in the world, but the information they share with you isn’t fully significant until you apply this knowledge in an actual classroom. Ball State gave me the opportunity to make what I was learning meaningful to me. I had the chance to spend the first semester of my junior year in a 1st grade classroom an urban Indianapolis setting, and I had the amazing opportunity to student teach in a foreign country. Ball State was the only school I considered that was able to boast about such immersive experiences, which really made a difference in my college search, as well as my college career.

It is very typical to hear of college students studying abroad, but Ball State offers the unique experience of student teaching abroad. The Germany student teaching program is truly positive because you have the chance to live in a foreign country, yet you are still teaching American children and becoming familiar with national standards and curriculum. You get double the cultural experiences, living in the midst of both the German culture and the US military culture, which is a truly eye-opening encounter. You are living between two completely unfamiliar and diverse groups, bringing your student teaching to a whole new level. Student teaching in Germany not only helped me prepare to be a great teacher, but it also encouraged me to examine things in life from a new perspective. When I completed my student teaching, I felt confident that I could be an amazing teacher, because I was bold enough to face the challenges presented by living between two unfamiliar cultures, which made me grow stronger.

My advice is to jump right in and try something you might not be comfortable with. You might find that you love it, and even if you don’t, you will still gain amazing knowledge, if you face it with an open mind. Student teaching on a military base in Germany might sound incredible, or it might sound terrifying. Either way, it’s a unique experience, and I encourage you to consider it. It’s an astounding opportunity to travel the world, meet new people, try new things, learn vast amounts of knowledge, and gain invaluable experience. Try something new. You might just fall in love.
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