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Welcome!  

Thank you for choosing Ball State University! We are excited to have you, and 

confident that you will enjoy your time with us. Here at Ball State, we welcome 

international students from more than 50 countries every year. We look forward 

to working with you in all areas of your stay. 

 

This guidebook is to help you prepare to leave and get settled once you arrive. In 

addition, we are always willing to help at the Rinker Center for International 

Programs. Please feel free to contact us at: 

 

Rinker Center for International Programs 

Student Center, Room 102 
Ball State University, Muncie, IN 47306 

1-765-285-5422 
 

International  Services Staff 

 

Mr. Scott Cantrell 
Director of 
International Student 
Services 

 

 

Ms. Debra Goens 
Foreign Student 
Advisor/ Immigration 
Specialist 
 

 

Mr. John Mann 
Foreign Student 
Advisor 

 

 

Mr. Trevor Foley 
Program Coordinator 

 

Mr. Po Hu 
China Initiative 
Coordinator 

 

 

Mrs. Peggy Dixon 
Sevis/ Student 
Information 
Coordinator 

 

Ms. Lin Lin 
International Student 
Academic Advisor 

 

 

Mrs. Dianne Buck 
Student Information 
Coordinator 

 



4 
 

About Muncie, Indiana 
 

Ball State University is located in Muncie, Indiana, a small 

city with a population of 70,085 (according to U.S. Census 

2010). 

 
Muncie is located in Delaware County, approximately 60 

miles northeast of the stateõs capital, Indianapolis. 

 
The climate in Muncie varies dramatically.  We like to say 

we enjoy all four seasons. For some new students, a 

winter in Muncie provides the first chance to experience 

snow! A breakdown of the climate is as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

The temperatures above are simply to give you an idea of the average climate in Muncie.  

Be aware that the temperature can get much warmer in the summer and colder in the 

winter. The city also experiences an average of 25 inches or 64 cm of snow each winter. 

 

Overall, Muncie is a great city to live in while experiencing the U.S.  As a city of focus 

for three sociological studies from 1929 to 1977, Muncie was identified as a typical 

American city. It comes with small town friendliness, but is still within driving distance to 

larger cities like Indianapolis and Chicago. 

 

For more information on Muncie, check out these websites: 

|: www.cityofmuncie.com (The official website for the city) 

|: www.muncie.com (The Muncie Chamber of Commerce) 

|: www.thestarpress.com (Muncieõs local newspaper) 

|: www.munciecvb.org (Muncie Visitors Center) 

 

  

Spring March ð June 59° F or 15° C 

Summer June ð September 74° F or 23° C 

Autumn September ð December 56° F or 13° C 

Winter December ð March 29° F or -1.7° C 

http://www.cityofmuncie.com/
http://www.muncie.com/
http://www.thestarpress.com/
http://www.munciecvb.org/
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When to Arrive 
 
International Orientation is held the week before 
classes begin, and is mandatory for all new 

international students to attend. 

 
You are strongly encouraged to arrive in Muncie 
at least one day before the International 

Orientation. This will give you the necessary time 

to become settled in your accommodation and 

become familiar with the Ball State campus. 

 

*For orientation schedule, visit: 

www.bsu.edu/international/orientation  
 

 

Useful Items to Bring 
 
Clothing  

 

Students at Ball State generally have a very casual 
style of dress code. The American student culture 

is relaxed, and students prefer to wear what is 

comfortable. The only guidelines are that students 

be appropriately covered while in class. This 

means that shirts, pants/skirts and shoes should be worn to all classes. Formal suits and 

dresses are reserved for special or professional occasions. 

 
Personal It ems 

 

¶ A spare pair of glasses and /or contact lenses and verification of your current optical 

prescription 

¶ Medication and back-up prescriptions for this medication 

¶ Any personal hygiene products from your home country that may not be available in 

the U.S. 

 
**Most beauty and personal hygiene products can be purchased inexpensively once in 

Muncie. Local stores offer a wide range of products. 

 

http://www.bsu.edu/international/orientation
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Optional It ems 

 
You may wish to bring the following items with you. However, 

most can be purchased once in the U.S.  

 

¶ Portable radio/CD player/MP3 player 

¶ Laptop or personal computer 

¶ Camera 

¶ Pictures of friends and family to hang up in your room 

¶ Two towels (not provided in residence hall) 

¶ An alarm clock 

 

Luggage Regulations  

 

Most airlines allow one carry-on item and one òpersonaló item, 
such as a purse, briefcase, or laptop bag. For most airlines, 

carry-on bags must not exceed 22 x 14 x 9 inches in size or 45 

linear inches (Length + Width + Height). 

 

The U. S. is very strict on what may or may not be carried on. 

If you attempt to carry-on a prohibited item, you will be asked 

to check it or it will be confiscated. 

 

Below is a short list of times that may not be carried on: 

¶ Scissors ¶ Fireworks 

¶ Razors ¶ Cricket and baseball bats 

¶ Any type of knife ¶ Aerosol cans 

¶ Matches or lighter ¶ Guns (real or replica) 

 

 

A more complete list of prohibited 

items can be found at the 

Transportation Security Administration 

website at www.tsa.gov or by calling 1-

866-289- 

9673. 

 

 

  

 

¶ Summer clothing: t-

shirts, shorts, 

cotton dresses, hat, 

sandals 

 
¶ Winter clothing: 

sweaters, 

sweatshirts, jeans, 

socks, heavy jacket, 

winter shoes, tennis 

shoes and boots, 

and an umbrella 

 
¶ One or two formal 

outfits with dress 

shoes for formal 

occasions 

 
¶ Optional but 

recommended: 

a national or cultural 

dress or outfit to be 

worn during an 

annual International 

Festival and annual 

International dinner 

hosted by the 

President of BSU 

 

 

¶ Summer clothing: t-

shirts, shorts, cotton 

dresses, hat, sandals 

 
¶ Winter clothing: 

sweaters, sweatshirts, 

jeans, socks, heavy 

jacket, winter shoes, 

tennis shoes and boots, 

and an umbrella 

 
¶ One or two formal 

outfits with dress shoes 

for formal occasions 

 
¶ Optional but 

recommended: 

a national or cultural 
dress or outfit to be 

worn during an annual 

International Festival 

and annual International 

dinner hosted by the 

President of BSU 

 

¶Summer clothing: t-shirts, shorts, 

cotton dresses, hat, sandals 

 

¶Winter clothing: sweaters, 

sweatshirts, jeans, socks, heavy 

jacket, winter shoes, tennis shoes 

and boots, and an umbrella 

 

¶One or two formal outfits with 

dress shoes for formal occasions 

 

¶Optional but recommended: 

a national or cultural dress or outfit 

to be worn during an annual 

International Festival and annual 

International dinner hosted by the 

President of BSU 

http://www.tsa.gov/
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Arriving  at Indianapolis Airport  

 

Traveling t o Muncie from the Airport  
 

However, for anyone who is not able to take the free shuttle service we provide, here 

are some suggestions: 

 
1) Utilize Ball State Universityõs RideShare at: 

a. www.bsu.edu/webapps/rideboard or 

b. www.bsu.edu/commcenter  

 

2) Taxi from Indianapolis Airport to Muncie 

The cost is approximately $115 and must be prepaid.  

 

3) Combine Hoosier Shuttle and local taxi service. 

a. From Zone 3 at the airportõs Ground Transportation Center, take the 

Hoosier Shuttle to the Rickerõs gas station at 3240 North Executive Park 

Drive, Yorktown, IN. All trips must be arranged at least three days in 

advance. Information at www.HoosierShuttle.com.   

b. From Rickerõs, take a taxi to Ball State University 

 
4) Combine municipal and intercity public bus service. 

a. From Zone 6 at the airportõs Ground Transportation Center, take the 

IndyGo Green Line bus to the Omni Severin Hotel. Information at 

www.IndyGo.net.  

b. From the Omni Severin Hotel, walk one block south to the Greyhound 

station at 350 S. Illinois Street, Indianapolis, IN. 

c. From the Greyhound station, take the Miller Trailways bus to the MITS bus 

station at 113 W. Main Street, Muncie, IN. Information at 

www.Greyhound.com.  

d. From the MITS bus station, take the #16 or #14 MITS bus or a taxi cab to 

Ball State. MITS information at www.MitsBus.org.  

 

  

 

http://www.bsu.edu/webapps/rideboard
http://www.bsu.edu/commcenter
http://www.hoosiershuttle.com/
http://www.indygo.net/
http://www.greyhound.com/
http://www.mitsbus.org/
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In addition, if you do not arrive during office hours or come on the shuttle, you are 

responsible for y our  own accommodati ons. Hotel possibilities in Mun cie is: 

 

Pittenger Student Center Hotel 

Tel: +1-765-285-1555 

Located on campus in the Student Center 

 

Best Western Inn 

Tel: +1-765-282-0600 

3011 W. Bethel Ave., Muncie, IN 47304 

 
Days Inn 

Tel: +1-765-288-2311 

3509 N. Everbrook Lane, Muncie, IN 47304 

 
Holiday Inn Express Hotel and Suite 

Tel: +1-765-289-4678 

4201 W. Bethel Ave., Muncie, IN 47304 

 

Lees Inn & Suites Muncie 

Tel: +1-765-282-7557 

3302 N. Everett Lane, Muncie, IN 47304 

 
Super 8 Motel 

Tel: +1-765-286-4333 

3601 Fox Ridge Lane, Muncie, IN 47304 

 

Hampton Inn 

Tel: +1-765-288-8500 

4220 Bethel Ave, Muncie, IN 47304 

 

Comfort Inn & Suites 

Tel: +1-765-587-0297 

3400 N Marleon Dr., Muncie, IN 47304 

 

*These hotels might also charge sales tax. Indiana sales tax is 7%. 
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Indianapolis International Airport Maps 
 
  



10 
 

Indianapolis International Airport Maps Continuedé 
 
  


