Sample Fraternity/Sorority House H1N1 Flu Response Plan

Although the H1N1 virus (formerly known as the swine flu) is not expected to have symptoms more severe than the typical seasonal flu, this flu season is expected to begin earlier and last longer than usual.  College students living in group living environments are particularly susceptible and should take extra precautions this year.  
Proactive Planning
1. Chapter officers and housing corporation alumni should review  the advice from the CDC for Institutions of Higher Learning at: http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/institutions/guidance/ AND information available on the Ball State University website: http://cms.bsu.edu/About/AdministrativeOffices/PandemicFluPrep
2. Communicate general information and your plan at your next chapter meeting.  Basic information to communicate:

· H1N1 early symptoms
· Available flu vaccinations in the area (coming in mid October)
· What to do if you feel sick
· Reducing the spread of the flu
· How to properly assist a member if he/she is sick

· Who to contact if you have outbreak in the chapter facility
3. Identify room in house that can be temporarily used by a sick member.

4. Follow instructions from Ball State University on whether to limit or cancel chapter activities such as chapter meetings.  In the event of an outbreak in the chapter membership which is not yet present in the student body as a whole, the officers and advisors should determine if chapter events should be limited or canceled.

5. Place signs in each bathroom reminding members and guest to wash hands or use hand sanitizer.

6. Provide supplies of alcohol-based hand sanitizer, tissues, Lysol and disinfectant wipes (rated to kill flu virus) in each bathroom, dining room, kitchen, chapter room and other frequently used common areas.

7. Provide information on vaccination locations in the community to members of the chapter.

8. If chapter facility has a cook, work with her to brainstorm ideas for minimizing possible transmission of flu virus through kitchen operations.

9. House Manager, Kitchen Manager and similar individuals should personally (and through house jobs) use disinfectant wipes on "high touch" areas daily.

10. All bathrooms cleaned completely twice a week.

11. Dish towels cleaned with bleach.
12. Ensure that you have working phone numbers and email addresses for every members' parents.
13. Stock up on key products such as alcohol-based hand sanitizer, Lysol, disinfectant wipes, surgical mask, tissues and disposal eating utensils and paper plates.

Outbreak in Community, but not yet at Ball State or in chapter
1. Review plans with chapter, in-house brothers, and cook (if applicable).

2. House Manager, Kitchen Manager and similar positions should personally (and through house jobs) use disinfectant wipes on "high touch" areas daily.
3. Make plans with students in guest room to move out of the room into other rooms to utilize that room as an isolation area for sick students.

4. Make plans to provide separate meals for members who might get sick.
5. Review plans with cabinet to use text message services for chapter communication in case events need to be canceled.

6. Bathrooms completely cleaned every other day using disinfectant wipes and Lysol on all surfaces.
Flu Illness in Chapter
1. Move students to single room until 24 hours after fever has gone down.  Other members may need to temporarily relocate to avoid contracting the flu.

2. Student who has flu like symptoms should contact his/her parents.  Any student with the flu who lives within a "close" distance of Muncie should consider going home and not returning until 24 hours after fever has gone down.
3. Separate meals should be provided for sick members.  Do not let anyone sleep in the bed of anyone who has become sick for 48 hours after it was cleaned. Recommend washing sheets and blankets regularly.

4. Chapter should take guidance from Ball State but should consider canceling activities such as chapter meetings and IMs

5. Meals should be served and eaten with disposable plates, utensils and cups.  Students should wipe down area in which they ate with disinfectant wipes.
6. House Manager, Kitchen Manager and similar individuals should personally (and through house jobs) use disinfectant wipes on "high touch" areas daily.
7. Trash shall be taken out frequently (at least twice a day).

8. All recycling efforts shall be suspended and all trash (even recycling materials) shall be thrown in the dumpster and not stored in or around house.
9. All bathrooms cleaned daily utilizing disinfectant wipes and Lysol.  Cancel other less important house jobs if needed to reassign brothers to these tasks.

10. Communicate as needed with key advisors, parents, Ball State and IHQ.

11. Once there are no more members sick, the guest room will be completely cleaned and sanitized and left empty for 48 hours before anyone else uses it.

12. Cancel all social events scheduled at the chapter facility until members are healthy again.

13. Once it is determined that there are no more members with flu, the chapter will back out of these stages.
High Touch Areas
Areas touched by multiple people daily which could easily pass the flu virus.  Hard surfaces hold flu virus much better than soft or porous surfaces.  These areas include:
1. All bathroom doorknobs (inside and out)

2. Bathroom counters

3. Toilet seats

4. Kitchen counters

5. Dining room table

6. Remote controls in chapter room

7. Copy machine and printer surfaces

8. Library desks

9. Banister
10. Video game remote controls
11. Other areas as determined
*the above plan is based on the Phi Gamma Delta chapter at Rose-Hulman H1N1 response plan. 
